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Avraham Avinu rescued him. And nothing was left of his 
property. He became impoverished and poor. 
Avraham Avinu did not let go until he returned his 
property to him. 
How much would Lot gain spiritually and materially if he 
overcame the experience of wealth and continued to cling 
to Avraham Avinu?! 
The great preacher, the righteous Ga'on Rabbi Yaakov 
Galinsky ztz’l, emphasizes in his book "Ve’Higgadata" 
and says: "A person may go through many ups and down 
in his life. But the person who adheres to our holy Torah 
and acts according to it, is guaranteed to succeed." 
To what extent? 
In Brisk, elections were held for the "community council". 
The lists stood opposite each other. The list of the Rabbi 
of Brisk ztz’l, which includes activists who are among the 
Rebbe's loyal disciples. 
On the other side stood a list comprising of disobedient 
people who decided to dedicate a war and to undermine 
every commandment of our Holy Torah. Each side tried to 
persuade the crowd to choose only him and not the other 
side. Since the election day was set for Sunday, it was 
clear to everyone that on Friday a fierce battle would be 
waged, aimed at conquering the public opinion. 
The Ultra-Orthodox activists printed an ad detailing all the 
dark exploits of the other side. The owner of the printing 
house, who wanted to earn twice as much, transferred 
the contents of the ad to the secular list, which formulated 
a more severe ad, in which they denounced and harshly 
attacked the Rabbi and his representatives. 
Both sides thought they would put their ads at the 
entrance to the synagogues right before Shabbat starts, 
so that no one would be able to remove it.  
On Friday afternoon, the Rabbi of Brisk ztz’l asked to see 
the ads printed by his representatives, and immediately 
after reading the contents, he took the ads and put them 
in his bedroom.   

 

 
 
 

In our commentary: "And also Lot, who went with Abram, 
had flocks and cattle and tents..." [Genesis 13:5]. 
Lot, the nephew of Avraham Avinu, saw in his eyes how 
Nimrod threw Avraham into the furnace of fire. 
He saw and shuddered for a moment. Like all the 
inhabitants of Ur of the Chaldeans. 
But only for a moment. Because immediately afterwards 
they all saw Avraham Avinu walking in the furnace of fire. 
The midrash quotes: "The trees of the Garden of Eden 
appeared in the furnace of fire and Avraham Avinu picked 
from their fruits and ate them after he blessed and praised 
his G-d." 
The Midrash also states: When Avraham Avinu A”h was 
thrown into the furnace of fire, the angels came before the 
Holy One, blessed be He, and said: "Master of the world! 
Your lover and beloved one have been thrown into the 
furnace of fire. Give us permission and we will go down to 
save him. " 
The Holy One, blessed be He, said to them, "I am The 
Only One in My world, for there is no other G-d, and 
Avraham is the only one in his world, for only he believes 
in Me and worships Me. So I, The Only One, will go down 
and save the only one.” 
This is what we say: "You are the Lord, the G-d who chose 
Avram, and took him out of Ur of the Chaldeans." When 
the Holy One, blessed be He, took him by his arm and took 
him out of the furnace of fire. 
Lot also saw the departure of Avraham Avinu from the 
furnace of fire, and said, "He is a holy man of G-d,” and he 
decided to cling to him. He clung to Avraham Avinu and 
merited. He was blessed with great wealth. The experience 
of wealth overcame him. He wanted to get richer and 
richer. When he saw the Jordan valley, which was all rich 
with water, he decided to settle there, despite the spiritual 
dangers that were there. 
He left Avraham Avinu and settled in the Jordan valley. 
And what happened to him in the end? He was captured.  
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Dear Rabbi, Shalom and bracha! 
I will overcome my great desire to write words of praise 
and thanks for this amazing pamphlet and I will even 
keep my question short so that you will have more 
room to write to us as much as possible. Your wise 
words are better than our compliments.  
We all criticize others. Is this okay? Most of us think 
that 'this time' it is 'constructive criticism' and allow 
ourselves to criticize others. Where is the thin line 
between constructive criticism and destructive 
criticism? What are the conditions required for 
criticism to be constructive and empowering? Children 
who grow up in a critical atmosphere, will they be more 
sensitive, moral, or better in adulthood? Or will they be 
critical adults? How do we recognize when being 
criticized that it is indeed practical and not borne out of 
jealousy and narrow-mindedness? What is the best 
method when criticizing, so that it will be accepted by 
the child's heart and make him change for the better 
from now on? 
With grateful blessings, to you, the Torah sheet and all 
your work and good will. 
                                                                       A.H., Tel Aviv. 
 

Answer: 
A. For the most part, negative criticism causes very 
negative feelings to those being criticized. They are likely to 
conclude that their views are unacceptable and their 
actions undesirable, and from there they are easily drawn 
to a low self-image. 
When the negative criticism is too great or difficult because 
it is expressed by a respected person or too wide a forum, 
such criticism may cause the detainee to feel disqualified 
and even depressed. If we are able to express positive 
criticism, there is no doubt that the person standing in front 
of us will want to change his behavior and improve his 
ways. Since he recognized a tone of love or caring for him, 
he would have a desire to change for the better for himself, 
not to impress others. 
B. Any criticism can be said, but you have to know how to 
say it. Indeed, the border is very thin between “constructive 
criticism” and “destructive criticism”, but with extra 
diligence and in the forefront only the personal well-being of 
the person standing in front of us, this is “constructive 
criticism”, and it is a merit and duty to say it. 
C. Before we expand on the content and form of delivering 
the criticism, it is very important to know that we should 
avoid as much as possible criticizing others. The perfection 
of a man’s 'corrected soul' is built primarily from his ability 
to avoid criticizing others and to accept every person as he 
is. Only when it is clear to us with certainty that the good of 
the other is our sole intention, it is then permissible for us 
to say criticism, and certainly this criticism will be accepted 
by the heart of its hearer. But if our intention is to prove to 
him that he is mistaken, that he is not correct, and to rejoice 

 

 
"Why"? The representatives wondered, and added, "We have to 
put it on!" "You are allowed to emphasize the good points in you, 
but it is absolutely forbidden to denigrate the other side," The 
Rebbe answered firmly. 
"But they will put up their ads and conquer the public’s opinion!" 
They tried to convince him. "If you do as Halakha (Jewish law) 
says, you never lose," answered the Rebbe. 
The delegates said nothing out of respect and dispersed in gloom.  
And what happened in the end? The other side stuck their ads 
vigorously and darkened the entrances of the synagogues. 
When the worshipers arrived at the synagogues, they were 
shocked and appalled by the slandering language of the secular 
list, which included: slander, condemnation, denunciations, and 
disgracing the name of Rabbi and his representatives! 
"Shame and disgrace," the worshipers responded with disgust 
and asked: "Why do they slander this way? How great is their 
gall to write so against the Rebbe?" This unbridled attack forced 
the scales against the secular list, with all, without exception, 
giving a sweeping victory to the Rabbi's list.  
At the Thanksgiving rally, the Rebbe referred to the "Ads affair" 
and said to his representatives: "If you were to put on the ads you 
printed, the public would consider who to believe, for both of you 
are slandering, but now the public has avenged your revenge." 
It is as we said: "The one who clings to Da’at Torah (the ways 
of Torah) always earns and succeeds." G-d will merit us to 
believe in this and to live like that and enjoy it, Amen!!! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

     This newsletter is dedicated to the holy memory of our father, the Torah 

With blessings for Shabbat Shalom,    
All-inclusive salvations and kol tuv,  

Moshe Yazdi 

Tikun for the deceased!!! 
Thank G-d, every Friday (about two hours before Shabbat), we have the 
merit to learn the teachings of the Holy "Or HaChaim" (Rabbi Chaim 
Ben Attar Ztz'l) on the weekly Parshah. This special Shiur rotates each 
week, and takes place at the home of one of the participants, who hosts 
all of us in his home. 
A unique light illuminates and characterizes, the exclusivity and the virtue, of 
this Shiur, as after the Shiur all of the participants, about fifty, perform the 
"Tikun (correction, improvement)-for the deceased", presented in 
"Kuntrass HaYechieli".  Any person may order this wonderful Tikun for his 
parents or other relatives of blessed memory, and the merit of the study of 
the Tikun helps save the soul from the judgment of Gehennom 
(Purgatory).  Even the souls that merited, and are in Heaven, benefit thanks 
to the Tikun, to rise from one level of Heaven to another. As conclusive 
evidence that they are doing better due to the Tikun, the deceased will 
appear in a dream, looking well and dressed in opulence.  Sometimes, they 
specifically thank those who made the effort for them, and dedicated their 
money to elevate their soul. 
Below is a synopsis of some of the letters received in our office: 
Dear Rabbi Moshe Yazdi Shlit"a, After we asked to have the Tikun done for 
our grandfather, Rachamim ben Rachel z"l, he showed up in his daughter's 
and granddaughter's dream, wearing a beautiful white shirt, and looking very 
good. I have no words to thank you.       Orit: 050-8733-474. 
 

Dear Rabbi Moshe Yazdi Shlit"a, After having bad dreams about my late 
grandfather z"l, we, the entire family, asked you to perform the famous Tikun 
for him. I am happy to inform you that about a week later, he appeared in the 
dream of my mother Techi'.  He was very happy and was laughing.  We thank 
you very much for that.        Ruth: 050-413-4799. 
Anyone who wishes to please and gratify their relatives by ordering this 
wonderful Tikun, Please call 323-449-8184, or email: Ifat08@gmail.com           

G-d bless you and Kol Tuv! 
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G. Many times the criticism is said by someone who 
personally does not get along with the other. It is difficult to 
find elevated people whose entire intent in criticism stems 
from pure motives of concern for the personality of others.  
If we internalize this clear fact, it will help us not to accept 
the criticism personally. This knowledge will help us focus 
on the justifications of the criticizer and our weakness, and 
it will be easier for us to correct what needs to be corrected. 
Even if we encounter an angry, shrieking and even 
humiliating critic, it is worth assuming that he has had a really 
bad day, and that I was the person he saw. We decide 
whether to focus on personal frustration and be dragged to 
the level of their behavior, or to rise above and relate only to 
justified criticism and not to how it was delivered. 
H. A child who returns from school angry and disgruntled 
because his friend humiliated him, or because he failed an 
exam, such a child wants to turn a good afternoon into a 
"nightmare afternoon." All we have to understand is: "The 
child's anger is not because he is an evil boy, but it is 
because he has gone through something difficult." It is now 
easy for us to understand him and we are obligated to 
emphasize to him that we understand his feelings. It will 
make him open up to us. In this conversation he will 
understand that the dominant language in our home is 
'understanding and dialogue'. It is our duty to understand 
his emotions and not to punish him at all for this specific 
behavior. As a father or a mother, it has also happened to 
us after a “sleepless night" because of our young child, when 
we took out all our frustration over the older child who spilt a 
little of his chocolate milk in the morning on his brother who 
sat next to him. The boy will not understand what all the fuss 
is about, since his brother also spilt some of his milk two 
days ago, why did they not shout at him? Even if he does not 
ask this, good parents will immediately understand that they 
made a mistake. Therefore, it is our duty to understand the 
angry child who decides to shed his frustration. 
I. The rule is: Even when we decided to criticize, we must do 
so with respect, love, appreciation and caring. Especially 
when it comes to our children. We comment only after words 
of encouragement and compliment, such as: "How much I 
love you! You are a wonderful child! Because you are so 
wonderful, I want to tell you that ...." It is very worthwhile to 
hug the child at the end of the comment and thus it will 
become an enlightenment. Such a relationship will give the 
child a healthy self-confidence, a broad understanding and 
good personally. His parents will be very happy with him. 
J. Shabbat Shalom umevorach, comprehensive 
salvation and all the best! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
a little in his mistake, then such criticism must certainly not 
be expressed under any circumstances, and the person 
who says it, his sin is too great to bear since he 
“embarrasses his fellow man”. 
D. The wisest of all men said, "Do not criticize the scoffer 
lest he hates you, criticize the wise man and he will 
love you" [Proverbs 9: 8]. Sometimes, even if the criticism 
is very constructive and just, one must refrain from saying 
it, and it is even forbidden to say, if the person to whom it is 
directed is unable to accept it. Therefore, it is better not to 
say it, then to say it and cause greater harm than good. 
E. One must pay attention to 'how' to say “constructive 
criticism” no less than 'on what to say'. You have to 
know how to say the criticism in a way that is received in 
the best way and will flow into the heart of the listener, that 
is, in a soft language, out of caring and love. One must 
focus solely on the particular act that led to the criticism 
and not mention other negative acts that they did. The 
basis of the “constructive criticism” appears in the 
command of our G-d in our holy Torah: "Reprove your 
fellow man." [Leviticus 19:17]. 
In another verse we are commanded: "Love your friend as 
yourself" [Leviticus 19:18]. 'Your fellow man' - this is the 
person you hold dear in your heart more than 'your friend'. 
Therefore, it is only after the person has taught himself to 
increase the love he feels for his friend, then he will be 
your “fellow man”. Only then can you reprove him, since 
your fellow man will easily recognize that your words are 
said from a loving heart and only for his personal benefit. 
Spiritually strong people who are criticized and are not 
prone to be hurt, manage to leverage the criticism they 
receive and improve their personality and way of life. It is 
easy to do this. Very easy. We must understand that we 
are not perfect and that criticism of us is meant to bring us 
closer to perfection. This understanding, stemming from 
true humility, paves the way for a better life. 
F. There is no doubt that a child living under 'negative 
criticism' understands very quickly that he is not worth 
anything and concludes that this is how he must behave. 
Children who grew up in a critical environment mostly 
became critical adults, because they did not know a 
different, more pleasant reality. These children continue to 
travel the path they grew up on. They will always criticize 
others and even look for reasons to do so. 
Some of them even think that critics are the great and 
successful while the criticized are the small and the weak. 
This is the atmosphere in which they grew up. Therefore 
now, as adults, they prefer and enjoy criticizing as much as 
possible. Unfortunately, their sons and daughters will also 
grow up under the same "critical and destructive 
atmosphere" in which they grew up. 
It is inherited, from father to son, until the grandson or great 
grandchild or one of the descendants wakes up and 
decides: "I will not behave like my father, I will not destroy 
my son’s life! I will, with Hashem’s help, build a good home 
where my children will be educated with joy and pleasant 
guidance”. Such a father is the one who will end the 
depressive atmosphere in which he grew up and succeed 
in eradicating it from his children and descendants forever. 
  

Scholar Kvod Harav Yashar ben Tzion Ben Shifra, of blessed memory.     

Blessing of the Year!!! 
All Torah newsletters during this year are dedicated  

to the success of my beloved dear friends,  
who help me greatly with the printing and distribution  

of this Torah newsletter:  
 

Eliyahu Shimon Ben Gigi Hy”v              Chagai Cohen Hy”v 
 Shulamit Abuzaglo Hy”v                         Limor Cohen Hy”v 

 

May our Heavenly Father fulfill all their wishes for the good and 
they will merit to be blessed with all the blessings of our Holy 

Torah, AMEN!!! 
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A young Afghani man from Telv Aviv, moved to Jerusalem, the holy city. One day he met Mor our father Zlh"h.  As they were 
speaking he said with tears in his eyes: "I have no family! Everyone hates me! Do you know how hard it is without a family?" 
"Don't talk like that," said Mor our father Zlh"h, and added: "You are wrong!  Many people love you and I am among them! And 
more than that, I am your family!" 
"How are you my family?" asked the man. "We're related thru your father!"  Mor our father Zlh"h replied.  
The guy, who was not very smart, didn't ask many questions and began hugging and kissing Mor our father Zlh"h on the street, 
and Mor our father Zlh"h hugged him back. 
"I would be very happy if you would come to stay with me on Shabbat," Mor our father Zlh"h said. "I'll be happy to come," replied the guy. 
About two hours before Shabbat, the guest arrived, he asked Mor our father Zlh"h to accompany him to the room.  When they 
entered the room, the guest took out packages of "coins" and said, "I am a beggar and I have a lot of money with me." 
As he spoke, he pulled out bundles of banknotes from his pockets and asked, "Where am I going to put all of this? I'm afraid someone 
will steal it from me!" "Don't worry," said Mor our father Zlh"h, "I will give you the key to this room. No one will enter except you." 
When they left the room, my brother, Rabbi Shimon shlit"a, noticed that the guest's shirt was not clean. 
"Would you like a clean shirt for Shabbat?" asked Rabbi Shimon. "Yes, I'd be glad to get one," replied the guest. "Please open the 
door to the room," asked Rabbi Shimon. When they entered the room, he was amazed by the bundles of bills lying on the table.  The 
shirt he gave the guest was too small, so Mor our father Zlh"h offered one of his shirts to the guest. Rabbi Shimon could not hold 
himself back, and asked the guest: "Why don't you buy yourself a shirt?" "There are none in my size," replied the guest sarcastically. 
When the guest went to shower in honor of Shabbat, Rabbi Shimon asked Mor our father Zlh"h: "He has more money than you, why 
give him a shirt and meals?" "You are right," answered Mor our father Zlh"h, "But he is unable to spend money to buy. We are blessed 
to be able to buy things. Our Heavenly Father enjoys seeing his 'buying' sons give happily to his sons who are unable to buy." 

 

                                      Tnsb”h.      His merit should protect us.    To be continued next week. 
  

 

 
 

 
If man did not have ‘free choice’ - he would not deserve a reward or punishment for his actions. 
If man was pre-programmed to behave in a certain way, to be angry, to desecrate the Shabbat etc., what would the Creator 
charge him with? For he is like a robot that was pre-programmed to behave in that way! 
As we know, man has free choice at any point in his life, and that is what makes him different from all other animals, who’s 
actions are instinctive.  Man is expected to choose the good, and for that he gets rewarded, but there is no one who can prevent 
him from choosing bad, though he gets punished for that choice. 
Since man has free choice, in any case the Divine objective of Hashem is achieved, for He created the world to reward each 
person according to his personal choice.  This is in-spite of the fact that the Creator knows in advance what a person will do, as it 
is written: “All is foreseen, and freedom of choice is granted” (Ethics of the Fathers 3:15) 
The question is asked:  If Hashem knows in advance what a person is going to do, is freedom of choice revoked? 
There is a difference between knowing the future and deciding the future. 
Hashem knows what a person will do, but a person decides what he will do.  Hashem indeed, knows in advance what a person 
will choose, however, because the person decides by himself, he deserves a reward.  If a person is tempted by his evil inclination 
to sin, and he overcomes the temptation and doesn't sin, he therefore deserves a reward. 
The fact that Hashem knows that the person will finally overcome his temptation, does not contradict receiving a reward. 
What is this similar to? 
To a teacher who has been teaching the class for 8 years. He knows every kid and can predict their behavior. 
Before summer break, the department of education instructs the teachers to give an assignment to the student, the student who 
does the assignment best will win $250. 
The teacher explains to the students what they have to do, as he does so he already knows what each student will do: 
Reuven will invest 10 hours in the project, Simon - 5 hours, Gadi - will make no effort, and Yosi will work thru out the summer, 
and will no doubt win the prize. 
At the end of the summer, as the teacher predicted, so it was:  One invested so much, another so much, and Yosi, who toiled all 
summer long, got the highest score. 
Does Yosi deserve the prize?  Of course he does!  But the teacher knew the result ahead of time! So what if he knew? 
The reward is given for his effort, and the fact that the teacher knew it, did not change the fact that he deserved the prize.   
So it is with The Creator of The World, “All is foreseen” - he knows the future, but “choice is granted” - because we decide what 
we’re going to do.  Hashem knows what our choice will be, but His purpose is to reward people for their work and effort. For that 
purpose he created the world. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The following is an example of the holy customs and 
ways of our father, who served G-d with all his being, 
Kvod Harav (KH), Yashar Ben Tzion Ztz”l ben Shifra A”h. 

To merit and spread Torah, look for us and follow us (Harav Moshe Yazdi) on  and on   


