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the angels who spoke with her. And she merited to be a 
prophetess, with a Holy Spirit. And her son, Ishmael, was 
expelled by Avraham Avinu A”h because he committed the 
three most serious offenses, idolatry, incest and bloodshed. 
If so, the question is great and substantial: Why did G-d 
hear his prayer and not her prayer? Could it be that this 
prayer of the wicked is more important than the prayer of 
his righteous mother? 
There is but one answer: The prayer of a person in need 
of salvation, when he prays for himself, is greater and more 
notable than the prayer of others over him. Even if he is 
wicked and others are righteous, Our Heavenly Father 
prefers his prayer more than their prayers. 
Why is his prayer more acceptable than the prayer of the 
others? The Sages explain that since prayer is a "work of 
the heart" [Ta'anit 2a], meaning: it must be said from the 
bottom of the heart, and there is no heart that can sense the 
depth of the patient's distress or the distress of the person 
needing the salvation, as the heart of the patient himself, 
therefore his prayer, which emanates from the bottom of the 
heart, is more accepted than the prayer of the others. 

Even though he is wicked, and others are righteous! 
An evidence of this wonderful explanation is brought by 
the great moral genius, the Tzadik Rabbi Yaakov 
Galinsky ztz”l, from the people of Israel who were 
enslaved to Pharaoh in Egypt, on them the angels said: 
"These are idolaters, and they are idolaters." Meaning: 
There is no difference between a Jew and an Egyptian!! 
And furthermore they said: “Israel, in that generation, was 
immersed in forty-nine gates of impurity," and yet they 
merited and they were redeemed and left Egypt through 
miracles and wonders, and Hashem changed all the 
systems of nature for them. Why? Because they cried out 
and prayed from the depths of the heart and the soul, as 
it is stated: "and the children of Israel sighed from the 
labor, and they cried out, and their cry ascended to 
G-d from the labor."  

  

 
 
 

In our Parasha, immediately after our mother Sarah told 
our father Avraham A”h: "Drive out this handmaid (Hagar) 
and her son (Ishmael)," The Holy One, blessed be He, said 
to him, "Whatever Sarah says to you, listen to her." 
Therefore, Avraham Avinu did not hesitate and in the early 
morning he raised Ishmael and put him on his mother and 
expelled them from his house. 
The Holy Rashi wrote: "That morning the temperature of 
Ishmael's body rose to the point where he could not stand 
on his feet. Nevertheless, Avraham Avinu did not delay for 
a moment and lifted him from his bed and placed him on 
his mother's shoulder and expelled them from his house." 
All of this is because the Holy One, blessed be He, 
hastened him and commanded him to do as Sarah Imenu 
A”h tells him.  
Hagar and Ishmael went out into the unknown. At one 
point, the water ran out and Ishmael’s body temperature 
climbed to the point of endangering his life. Hagar, who 
could not see Ishmael's seizures and understood that he 
might die and pass from this world, decided to place him 
under one of the bushes, because she said, "Let me not 
see the child's death."  
There, in front of the same bush under which Ishmael lay 
under, she sat weeping for her bitter fate, that her only son 
might die at any moment. She wept and prayed and cried 
out for salvation. Also the child, Ishmael, prayed and cried 
out for his salvation, and his prayer was accepted. 
His prayer was accepted and not her prayer. Hashem 
made a miracle for him and a spring opened beside him, 
and immediately his mother hurried and gave him water, 
and he was saved from death.  
All thanks to his prayer and not to her prayer. 
The question arises: Why? Why did G-d hear his prayer 
and not her prayer? And Hagar was much more righteous 
than Ishmael, for just as Sarah would convert women, so 
did Hagar merit and did likewise [Bereishit Rabbah 45a], 
and she merited in the power of her righteousness and saw  
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The prayer of the wicked is stronger than the prayer of the righteous - could it be? 
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Dear Rabbi, shalom and bracha! 
Question: Since in almost every home, the mother 
expects the children to help in any way they can, and 
sometimes when she sees the home chores being 
ignored, while everyone thinks "someone will clean it”, 
“someone will arrange it" and of course it usually falls 
on the mother who is bending under the burden, while 
she worries she will collapse both mentally and 
physically, because of the thoughts that "they do not 
care about me." It is a short way to go from there, for 
me as a mother, to lose the smile and the hug that 
belongs to the child.  
So I decided to write and ask: How do you make 
children feel like partners and responsible to clean and 
keep the house in order? How can you make them do 
it happily? Is delegating the jobs the correct way? Or 
perhaps the child should be given the right to decide 
what to help with?  
Most important of all: From what age can we expect the 
child to help or to give him chores to do? 
I would be very grateful to receive your response with 
advice and guidance that will help me as a mother, and 
certainly will help many more readers like me. 
                          Thanks in advance: A frustrated mother. 
 

Answer: 
A. 'Belonging”' is a basic feeling that a child has toward his 
parents, and especially toward his mother. This is how he is 
born and this is how he grows up, with this feeling growing 
and established in his heart during the first years of his life. 
Sometimes we, as parents, damage and even shatter this 
wonderful feeling, either by often criticizing them, or by not 
listening enough to their wishes. Also a child, who expects 
a hug or a good word that does not come, feels that he is 
not important enough for his mother, who preferred to 
continue talking on the phone in those minutes he had 
yearned for her attention.  
B. Such a mother does not have the right to expect her 
child to help her bear the burden, because his delicate soul 
is disappointed and still scarred by her disregard in the 
minutes in which he yearned for her attention that never 
came. Therefore, when she asks for the child's help, if he 
has no choice, he will do what she wants, but certainly he 
will not do so happily. 
Because the child does not know to complain to his mother 
and tell her, "I'm disappointed in you, you did not pay 
attention to me when I needed you,” and the dear mother 
did not notice that in those minutes, so she does not even 
remember that he was yearning for her attention. Then a 
situation arises that every request for help from the mother 
is interpreted by the child as tyranny and control by the 
strong (the mother) over the weak (the child). 
C. A wise mother who identifies 'unwillingness' to help her, 
leaves all her activities and engages the child to a pleasant 
and interesting conversation. 

 

 
Crying out means a prayer that emanates from the bottom of 
the heart. Such a prayer rises up to the throne of glory even if 
it comes out of the mouth of the wicked.    
To what extent? 
An evil and cunning man who was famous for his wickedness 
and evil deeds, stormed into the room of Rabbi Yisrael of 
Ruzhin ztz”l and said with tears: "My only son has just been 
kidnapped for his conscription into the Russian army. Please 
Rabbi! Bless me that he will be saved from the draft and will 
return home safely." 
Rabbi Yisrael of Ruzhin ztz"l pointed to the corner of the 
room and said to him: "Stand up in this corner and cry to G-d, 
blessed be He, that your son will be thrown off of the train." 
Immediately the father stood in that corner and cried with 
terrible cries that his son would be thrown off of the train.  
After more than two hours of weeping, Rabbi Yisrael of 
Ruzhin suddenly shouted in his voice: "Enough! Stop crying 
because your son has just been thrown off of the train." 
When the son returned to his home, he told his father: "As we 
were traveling, the Russian officer suddenly approached me 
and threw me out of the train window, and luckily I fell on a 
thick bush and nothing happened to me." 
It is as we said: "In a prayer that comes out of the depths of 
the heart, the person who prays merits to be saved as he 
wishes and as he desires." 
May we all merit to pray in this way and G-d will fulfill all the 
wishes of our hearts for the better, and may we merit the 
complete redemption, speedily in our days, Amem! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

     This newsletter is dedicated to the holy memory of our father, the Torah 

With blessings for Shabbat Shalom,    
All-inclusive salvations and kol tuv,  

Moshe Yazdi 

To participation in the distribution of this wonderful bulletin 
and the rest of our blessed activities, we'd appreciate any 
donation according to the following information:  
 

In the US:  American Friends of Amude 
Hashalom,   Chase Bank, Account #: 3951376025. Via 
Paypal: AmudehashalomUSA@gmail.com or www.Amude-
Hashalom.com Checks can be mailed to: 1041 S. Wooster 
St. #2, Los Angeles, CA 90035.  For information, please 
contact Ifat at 323-449-8184 
 

In England: British Friends of Amude-Hashaom, Account 
#02047322, Bank ASBC, Sort Code 40-20-16, International 
Account #: GB70MIDL40201602047322, Branch Code: 
MIDLGB2104D.  For information, please contact Fayvish at 
079-85-433-867 
 

In Israel: Discount Bank, Geulah branch no. 064 Jerusalem, 
account # 82333.  
To donate by credit card, please go to: www.Amude-
Hashalom.com 
 

All donations for our activities are tax deductible  
in the US, England and in Israel. 

  

A great Zikuy Harabim Mitzva opportunity!!! 
 

Volunteers needed to help in translating this  
newsletter from Hebrew to English.  

Please contact Ifat at 323-449-8184 or Ifat08@gmail.com 
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will add and point out: 
Think of a neighbor who pops into your home and saw the 
sink full of dishes and immediately went over and washed 
the dishes. How much would you thank her? What would 
you feel about her? It is obvious that you will use all your 
vocabulary to thank and praise her. 
Think about the guests who came for Shabbat and spread 
their personal belongings all over your apartment and took 
what they wanted without your permission, what would you 
think of them? How low would you think of them in your 
heart? From here, compare to your wonderful child: Was 
your reaction to his help flattering and joyous as your 
response to the neighbor? Why is the child's help 
something that is self-evident and sometimes you allow 
yourself to get angry and complain: "This is not the way to 
help!" "That's not what I wanted!" thereby almost 
permanently erasing his help and personality. 
The child also has a personal and private space where he 
can play and sometimes even run wild and make a mess, 
and then to arrange the mess he did. He is no less than the 
guest. Just as guests are allowed to do in their room as 
they want, the child is allowed to do as he pleases in his 
personal space. A child with no personal space is 
prevented from playing, because he is afraid of his mother's 
angry reaction. 
H. It is clear: If in your room you do not return every object 
to its place, you are denied the right to demand it from the 
child. If you allow yourself to arrange your room in a few 
hours, the child is also allowed to collect the games in a 
few hours or even tomorrow. 
I. Even at the age of one and a half, you can ask the child 
to throw his brother's diaper into the garbage can because 
he has seen you and learned to do so. But you could not 
possibly ask him to move a glass plate from the table to the 
sink in the kitchen. It is too much for him. A stupid mother 
might even scold him for having broken the plate on the 
way when she was clearly to blame. Moreover, if you place 
a task on the child, he may refuse to do it, but if you ask for 
help from the child, he will be very happy to help you.  
As a good mother, you should think back to your childhood 
and consider: What made you want to help? What made 
you feel like a partner? What made you happy to help your 
mother? It is very important that you have the positive 
disposition that the children love to help. If we establish this 
thought in our minds, then it will be broadcast to the minds 
of our children and we will enjoy them. 
J. Shabbat Shalom umevorach, comprehensive 
salvation and all the best. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
In this conversation, she will ask the child: "I saw that you 
helped me even though it was hard for you. I noticed 
the difficulty when I saw that you are not doing so 
gladly. First of all, I would like to say, „thank you for your 
help‟ and also to point out that you are a wonderful child 
by helping me, even though it was difficult for you.” 
At this point, the child will certainly smile, and his face will 
shine with joy. He would be delighted by his mother's 
gratitude and appreciation. With this preface, he gets the 
strength to listen to the following question: "Please, just tell 
me: What is bothering you? Why are you not happy to help 
me? Is there something you want to tell me?" With this 
conversation, the mother acquires the child's heart forever.  
Weather the child explains that he was hurt by his mothers’ 
lack of attention or for any other reason, certainly his 
mother’s pleasant interaction would settle his mind, and 
from now on he would always be happy to help his mother.  
If the child decides not to share his negative feelings with 
the mother, it is clear that this decision is due solely to the 
fact that he now understands that he is the most important 
and beloved and that he was completely wrong in his 
previous understanding, and certainly from now on he will 
be happy to help his mother. 
D. We need to be aware of an important and fundamental 
rule: 'Partnership' confers responsibility and place for a 
partner to fulfill his responsibility as he sees fit. Therefore, 
after the child has responded to the request and began to 
help, even if he does not do so as best as we expected 
him, we must not comment on it at the times he is helping 
under any circumstances, since it is the right of the partner 
to do as he understands in the field entrusted to him. Our 
just comments that we have, we should keep for a few 
hours later, while in the meantime we compliment him and 
emphasize to him how much his help was important to us. 
E. Another rule we must be aware of: a healthy child 
usually does not like to help, because his head is busy with 
playing games and socializing with his peers. There is no 
child who can stand against a loving mother who gives a 
personal example of infinite giving and expresses sincere 
appreciation for his efforts. When the child experiences the 
satisfaction and understands the meaning of his help, and 
through this his abilities are revealed and he understands 
how beneficial and necessary he is to the people around 
him, he then receives the sense that draws him to 
understand the value of doing, the value of help, the 
boundaries of his place and the merit of giving. 
F. With the correct approach we reduce unnecessary 
expectations. No one is supposed to replace us; no one will 
take our job. A child is supposed to be integrated into the 
activities of the home with a proper feeling of belonging and 
involvement. It is our duty as parents to ensure that indeed at 
his age he is able to best perform our expectations from him. 
It is permissible and even worthwhile to burden him with a 
"drop more" then his ability. This will give him a sense of 
self confidence, "they rely on me," and he will even feel more 
mature than his age. This feeling will give him broad 
discretion, he will learn to accept and take responsibility and 
carry out tasks suitable for those who are older than him.  
G. In order not to miss the desired and positive message, I  
  

Scholar Kvod Harav Yashar ben Tzion Ben Shifra, of blessed memory.     

Blessing of the Year!!! 
All Torah newsletters during this year are dedicated  

to the success of my beloved dear friends,  
who help me greatly with the printing and distribution  

of this Torah newsletter:  
 

Eliyahu Shimon Ben Gigi Hy”v              Chagai Cohen Hy”v 
 Shulamit Abuzaglo Hy”v                         Limor Cohen Hy”v 

 

May our Heavenly Father fulfill all their wishes for the good and 
they will merit to be blessed with all the blessings of our Holy 

Torah, AMEN!!! 
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Rabbi Halperin ztz"l was the Rabbi of the Chabad synagogue situated across the street from Mor our father Zlh"h's house. 
One day, Rabbi Halperin came to Mor our father Zlh"h's house and said to him: "I just finished teaching a Torah class, I would 
like to say Kaddish, but we are only nine people, we would greatly appreciate it if you would join us and complete the Minyan (a 
quorum of 10) for us." 
"Gladly"! Said Mor our father Zlh"h, and hurried to the synagogue.  
A Few days later Rabbi Halperin came again and asked Mor our father Zlh"h to complete the Minyan in the synagogue. Of 
course, Mor our father Zlh"h did so happily. 
This scenario repeated itself several times, and each time Mor our father Zlh"h willingly agreed to Rabbi Halperin's request and 
went to complete the Minyan. 
One time, Mor our father Zlh"h was in the middle of eating lunch. When Rabbi Halperin came to ask him to complete a Minyan, 
as he noticed that Father was having lunch he said: "I beg your pardon, sorry for the interruption, I will not bother you any more 
with my requests to complete a Minyan." 
After saying the Kaddish, Mor our father Zlh"h turned to Rabbi Halperin and said, "I want you to know that you hurt my feelings 
and saddened me greatly today." "Why? What did I do?" asked Rabbi Halperin in astonishment. 
"I am so happy that you grant me the merit to complete a Minyan, to recite Kaddish and answer Amen," said Mor our father Zlh"h, 
"and today you said that you will not call on me anymore. How can I not be saddened by that?" 
"I am so sorry," said Rabbi Halperin. 
"I will not forgive you until you promise me that whenever you miss a person for a Minyan or any other thing for the synagogue, 
you will come and get it from my house." answered Mor our father Zlh"h.  
From that day on, Rabbi Halperin would personally come to the house, and ask for wine for Havdala and other things that were 
needed for the synagogue, and Mor our father Zlh"h, was always happy to provide. 
Our mother techi' always did the shopping for the house, yet, Mor our father Zlh"h would buy additional wines and products. When 
mother techi' asked: Why did he buy more things? Mor our father Zlh"h said, "These products are solely for the Chabad 
synagogue headed by Rabbi Halperin." 

 

                                      Tnsb”h.      His merit should protect us.    To be continued next week. 
  

 
 

 
 

 
Fruits and vegetables come in a variety of attractive colors. 
First question:  What are all the colors for? 
Why wasn’t it enough to have one uniform color to all fruits and vegetables? 
The answer is wondrous:  Since fruits go thru a ripening process on the tree, at the beginning of the process they are unfit to 
eat.  As time goes on they absorb from the tree the nutrients they need to reach the stage that makes them suitable to 
consume.  That’s why when they start growing, their color is different, and when they reach ripeness they turn into bright colors 
like: orange, red, yellow.  That’s how they signal us that it’s time to pick and enjoy them. 
If all the fruits were of one color, yellow for example, we would consume much less fruit, and that would cause a lack of vitamins 
and minerals in our body. 
The variety of colors causes us to consume a great variety of fruits, which supply us with the various vitamins and minerals we require. 
However, at the unripened stage, all the fruits are of uniform color, green, signaling us that they’re not fit for consumption. 
Second question:  Why at the unripened stage all the fruits are green?  Why green specifically?  Wouldn’t it be simpler if the final 
color would come into being from the start? 
The answer is one:  The Creator wanted that the unripened fruits should not stand out, that’s why they’re green so they blend with 
the leaves, which prevents them from being picked before they ripen.  Only when they are ripe, they change into their various lively 
colors of red, yellow, orange etc. and by doing so they stand out among the leaves, inviting us to pick and eat them.   
Another issue to understand is the reason the hardness of the pit differs from one fruit to another.  A single pit will always be 
hard, like that of the date, and peach, but a fruit that has many seeds, they will always be soft and eatable, like tomato and 
strawberries.   Why? 
Here too the answer is one:  Fruits with a single pit, got a special hard shell to protect the seed inside them, in order to guarantee 
the next generation, their hard shell prevents the seed from being eaten. 
These phenomenons are proof of our Blessed Creator, who planned and created everything in accordance with our needs, and 
for His wonderful world. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The following is an example of the holy customs and 
ways of our father, who served G-d with all his being, 
Kvod Harav (KH), Yashar Ben Tzion Ztz”l ben Shifra A”h. 

To merit and spread Torah, look for us and follow us (Harav Moshe Yazdi) on  and on   


