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amount of tithes is for someone who give Tzedaks (charity) 
in moderation, but one who wants to give nicely, gives 
from his profits twenty percent." 
The man of G-d, the Gaon Rabbi Eliyahu of Vilna, wrote in 
his letter: "And for the sake of the Lord, you should set aside 
the Chomesh as I commanded you, and do not diminish!" 
His disciple, the Gaon Rabbi Chaim of Volozhin Zlh”h, was 
very careful to set aside a Chomesh (20%), and said: "If all of 
Israel will give a chomesh (20%) of their salary to charity, it 
will be fulfilled in them: “there will be no needy among you.” 
It is told: once the servant of Rabbi Chaim of Volzhyn went 
to draw water from the well, and the bucket fell into the well, 
and when he tried to lift the bucket with the ax that was with 
him, the ax also fell into the well. When Rabbi Chaim heard 
this, he asked the servant, "What is the value of the bucket 
and the ax?" "Three gold coins," replied the servant. 
As soon as Rabbi Chaim of Volzhyn heard this, he gave 
three gold coins to his servant and said to him: "This 
morning I deducted three gold coins from the Chomesh 
(20%) of my incomes because I was not certain what it is, 
please give these 3 gold coins to charity!!” 
And as the servant was still at the door, one of the Rabbi’s 
students came and said, "Rabbi, we managed to raise the 
bucket and the ax from the well!" 
Each time they brought Rabbi Isser Zalman Meltzer Ztz’l 
the money of his salary, he would immediately put aside a 
Chomesh to charity and say, "This money is holy and 
belongs to Klal Yisroel"!!! 
It is told about the head of the yeshiva heads (this is how 
the Rosh Yeshiva, Chacham Ye’uda Tzadka ztz’l called 
him), the Gaon Elazar Menachem Man Shach ztz’l, that once 
a man came to see him and began to weep as he 
recounted to him his terrible troubles about his wife who had 
a serious illness and his children who needed medical 
treatments, and he doesn’t have any money.  
Rabbi Shach, who was shocked as he heard this, immediately 
began to comfort him with words of encouragement and 

  

 
 
 

When Yaakov Avinu A”h, awoke from his sleep, he vowed: 
"If G-d will be with me,... and everything that You give me, I 
will surely tithe to You.." 
In other words, Yaacov was the first to observe the 
commandment of ma'aser (tithes), i.e. to give ten percent 
of his salary to charity. 
The commandment of ma'aser for charity is a very 
precious and important in front of our Father in Heaven, 
and in order to strengthen and hasten us to fulfill this 
wonderful mitzvah and to give the needy ten percent of our 
income, this is why He promised us and said: "Anybody 
who tithes will end up becoming rich." Not only that, 
Even though we do not observe mitzvot in order to receive 
health or wealth or any other salvation, we are nevertheless 
permitted by our Heavenly Father to "test" him and to see 
that we will merit wealth by fulfilling this mitzvah, and this is 
what He said to us by the prophet Malachi: "... and test Me 
now therewith, says the Lord of Hosts, [to see] if I will not 
open the heavens and pour down blessing for you, blessing 
until there be no room to suffice for it.,' that is to say: The 
Lord asks us to test Him in this! 
Rabbeinu Yonah wrote (in the Book of Awe): "From 
everything that a person earns, weather it something he 
taught, something he wrote, if he did work and received his 
payment, or even if he found something or received a gift.... 
From everything he should tithe.” 
And the Holy Shl”a added: "Even a person who inherited 
his father's inheritance must tithe, and even if his father 
was careful all his life in tithes, nevertheless the son must 
give a tithe from the inheritance that Hashem gave him.” 
From the word tithe that Yaacov Avinu said twice in the 
above verse ("עשר אעשרנו"), they learned in the Gemara 
(in Tractate Ketubot 50a): tithing twice (2x10%) - meaning 
"Chomesh," meaning "one of five", that is, twenty percent 
of one's salary. 
The Chafetz Chaim ztz’l wrote (in his book “Ahavat 
Chesed”, chapter 19): "You should know furthermore! The 
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Lesson of Parshat “Vayetze” 5779. 
This is the way to great wealth!!! 

 

 

Candles lighting time:         Shabbat ends:                  Lastest Kriat Shema:               Mincha Gedola:   
           

 Los Angeles: 16:27              Los Angeles: 17:28          Los Angeles: 8:14                     Los Angeles: 12:04   
    New York: 16:16                   New York: 17:05               New York: 8:20                         New York: 12:06         
                         London: 15:49                      London: 17:03                   London: 8:28                             London: 12:07 

FYI: This wonderful Torah newsletter is available in Hebrew, English and French. As we get your request at 
Alon.Ahavat.Israel@gmail.com, we will email it to you and to anyone you see fit. Yishar Koach!!! 
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Dear Rabbi, Shalom and bracha! 
My name is Alon Paz and I am now 38 years old. 
I was born and lived in Hod Hasharon. I was born with a 
leg disability. At any rate I was able to live independently. 
I was able to walk a few steps, drive, write and I ate well. 
About six years ago, while driving a car specially adapted 
for my disability, I was involved in a serious car accident. 
As a result of the accident, I was completely paralyzed in 
every part of my body. My diaphragm was damaged so I 
am also now connected to a respirator. No hands, no 
legs, and breathing, by the grace of the Almighty, with the 
help of a machine, His faithful messenger. 
At present I am hospitalized in the "Beit Rivka" nursing 
home in Petah Tikva. Following my accident, my faith in 
the Creator became even stronger. I spend my time 
learning Torah with the help of rabbis and good people 
who come and also with friends who come to visit and 
keep me company. Some do this regularly. 
I am lying down in a private room and hardly ever leave. I 
occupy myself with prayers and study most of the time. 
Here I will share with you the way I deal with my situation, 
the strength I draw from my faith which sustains me and 
gives me the will to live and move on. 
I hope you will be strengthened by my words and 
strengthen others as well. 
An average person, when the smallest thing happens to 
him, he immediately says or cries: "Creator of the world, 
why me, why do I deserve this? What have I done?” I do not 
remember ever saying since the accident till today "why"... 
There is only one word that I said and I still say till today, 
"Thank you, thank you, Creator of the Universe, if this is 
what you have chosen for me, who am I to come and 
complain and cry and be angry with You? Only You know 
what is best for me, Holy One, Blessed be He, everything 
is for the best. " 
He is the Creator, I am created. He is the father, I am his 
son. He is the king, I am His servant. He commands, I am 
commanded. I crown him my ruler over me every night 
and every day over all my body and soul, over the city I 
am in, over the entire Holy Land of Israel, over this great 
world and all this vast universe, because He is the King of 
Kings, the Holy One, Blessed be He. He created and 
formed everything. He is One and there is no second to 
Him! One and only, unique! The Lord of the Universe! He 
created and is responsible for everything! Awesome in 
the universe! Is everything! He can do with me as he 
pleases. Who and what am I to oppose Him? I trust all his 
decisions and all his actions completely. One has to 
understand that there is a creator of the world, and 
nothing happens for nothing. There are heavenly 
calculations and we must accept everything with 
understanding, love and joy, because if you believe in the 
Creator of the world, then you will rely only on Him and 
trust only Him. 
Like you can say "thank you" to Him when it is good for you, 

 

 
strengthening, and as he spoke he went to the closet and 
took out a thousand dollars and gave the money to that man. 
The man was very happy with the generous donation and 
got up and went on his way. 
As soon as he left the house of Rabbi Ztz’l, one of the 
members of the house entered and in a state of emotion 
asked the Rabbi: "How can such a crooked man be given 
such a large sum of money? Whereas it is known and 
famous that all his stories are fabricated and false! " 
As soon as Rabbi Shach heard this, he started saying: 
"Blessed be the Lord! Hashem saved me!" 
"How did He save you?" asked the man and added, "as 
soon as he left, he told all the people outside that you gave 
him a thousand dollars!" 
To his great astonishment, Rabbi Shach replied: "My heart 
also told me that his stories might be false, and because of 
my doubt, I did not give him from my charity money but 
from the money of my own salary." 
Furthermore the “Chafetz Chaim” wrote (in his book 
“Ahavat Chesed” chapter 20): "The people who are 
accustomed of giving up tithe or Chomesh from 
everything that they earn, their Tzedaka is much greater 
than those who just give charity in the same amount, 
Since those who give just charity in the same amount 
have only the mitzvah of Tzedaka, but their business has 
no advantage over others. But this is not the case for 
those who give a tithe or Chomesh, their business is 
shared with G-d, and it has a great advantage that it is a 
business that has a mitzva, especially if at the time when 
he took upon himself to set aside a tithe or Chomesh he 
thought that all his actions would share a portion with    
G-d, then how wonderful is his share and how pleasant is 
his fate.” 
And I personally know dozens of people whose parnassa 
(livelihood) was extremely difficult, and some of them even 
owned factories and properties, and the wheel turned on 
them until they almost needed charity from people. In my 
conversation with them, I extended about the glory of the 
mitzvah of tithes and the promise of The Creator: "Give 
tithe so you’ll become rich," and when they began to 
perform this mitzvah, they merited and received great 
salvations, and the gates of blessing, wealth and success 
were opened to them.  
I will add and write: When one of them answered me that 
he had nothing and he even borrowed money to buy food 
for his family, I nevertheless asked him to give tithe from 
the borrowed money (even though he did not have to), and 
as he did so he was rewarded and the gates of blessing, 
prosperity and success were opened to him.  
Hashem should grant us to always fulfill this mitzvah 
properly, and may we merit and be rewarded as it is 
written, "and I will grant you a blessing forever and 
ever" until our lips will be tired from saying enough, Amen!! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

     This newsletter is dedicated to the holy memory of our father, the Torah 

With blessings for Shabbat Shalom,  
All-inclusive salvations and kol tuv,  

Moshe Yazdi 
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you have to climb a few floors, and you say to yourself, 
"Oh, I have so many stairs to climb." You are being lazy. 
Say thanks to the Creator for having healthy legs, that 
you can walk and climb stairs. 
There are disabled people, elderly people, whom till they 
go up one stair at a time it takes them a long time, and you 
can skip up the stairs without a problem. When you get to 
the top, say “thank you, G-d. Thank you for my healthy 
legs, thanks for giving me the merit to climb the stairs.” 
There is nothing obvious! There is nothing obvious! 
Thank you for allowing me to go where I want, whenever 
I want, as many times as I want, and that I do not need 
anybody's help. Thank you for giving me the ability to 
shower, be clean, to get dressed. 
There are people who cannot do this, they are bathed in 
bed, like me. I lie on the bed, intubated, in a small room, 
which I almost never leave. I do not see what is going on 
outside. You, my friend, can stand in front of the window, 
look out, breathe fresh air. You are obligated to say, 
"Thank you, Almighty! Thank you for being able to 
breathe on my own, to see the sky, to see the sun, to see 
the moon and the stars, to see clouds, to see the birds, 
to see the earth, to see the trees, to see the flowers, 
grass, to experience the wonders of creation. It is not an 
obvious right!!" 
Appreciate what the Creator has given you. You should 
feel happy, that life is beautiful, that the Creator loves 
you, that He merited you to have a healthy body and a 
healthy soul.  
To here is the letter of Alon Paz Hy”v. 
Rabbi Yaakov (Kobi) Levi shlit'a printed this letter in one 
of his books and added: Alon Paz was invited to speak to 
1800 volunteers of Ezer Mizion. 
He said there, "You look at me, crippled, without hands, 
without legs, I am sure you all feel sorry for me. So I 
want to say to you, "Do not pity me! I am fine! I am 
happy! Moreover, if G-d sends me a rich man, strong and 
tall, with strong hands and firm legs, and says to me: 
"Alon, this man is ready to exchange with you, he will lie 
down instead of you, paralyzed in bed at “Beit Rivkah” 
and receive your body, and you will receive his body and 
fortune, and be like any other man. Rich, healthy, and be 
able to go anywhere and enjoy life. Whatever you decide 
I accept." I promise you that I will answer the Holy One, 
blessed be He:" No! I do not agree, and why? Because 
You, The Master of the Universe, know what is best for 
me. If the best thing for me is to be bedridden and 
paralyzed, then I prefer to continue living like this, and 
thank you for everything. " 
 
Answer: 
A very moving and powerful letter! This letter is a rebuke to 
all the different complainers, including us among them, who 
do not know how to be happy and content with what G-d has 
blessed us with. Fortunate are you, dear Alon Paz. Your 
words gave us a different view of life. May your strength 
never wane! 
Shabbat Shalom, comprehensive salvation,  a good life 
and all the best. 
 

 
you should also know to say "thank you" even when you 
are not happy. It is better to suffer, to hurt and to grieve, 
to cleanse, to repair, to purify and to atone for sins in 
this world and not in the World to Come, and then to go 
straight to a good place above. 
At present I lie in a small room "like a box of matches," 
bedridden and connected to a respirator. I do not see 
land or sky, just me and the four walls, and yet I know 
that I am not losing out anything outside. The city is 
large, the earth is big, the world is huge, but I know that 
everything outside is physical, lust, nonsense, while I lie 
in my room and seclude myself with the Creator of the 
world, speaking to Him, making requests and praying for 
myself, for my family and for all the Jewish people. I 
know that when my day comes, after a hundred and 
twenty years, I will receive a thousand fold, a million fold, 
more than I received here in this world. I am not losing 
anything! On the contrary, the fact that I am in this 
situation is not a misery, it is a merit! To correct all that I 
must rectify and to atone for the sins of the Jewish 
people, what is better than this? 
Today I understand what is difficult for a healthy person 
to understand: The body is a secondary thing. As long 
as the heart beats, the head works, the eyes see, the ears 
hear, the mouth speaks and eats, and the soul rises, what 
do I need more than this? I do not need anything. As long 
as I know that this world is temporary, life is temporary, 
the body is temporary, so what do I need to worry about? 
What concerns do I have? What do I have to fear? 
Father in Heaven, the Holy One, blessed be He, watches 
over, cares and worries about my needs. As it is written 
in Tehillim (23): "The Psalm of David, the Lord is my 
shepherd, I shall not want." Thank G-D, I am happy with 
being me, what I am and how I am! I have no complaints 
against the Creator of the world - only gratitude! I am 
very happy. 
I ask you, dear brother: 
Have you ever appreciated your body? The little finger in 
your hand? When your nose is itchy, your ear or 
someplace else, you pick up your hand and scratch 
immediately, without a problem, because it is an obvious 
thing for you to do. 
When my nose is itchy, my ear or another part of my 
body, I have to endure it for many long minutes at best. 
There is nothing obvious! 
When did you last appreciate the palm of your hand? 
Your hand? When you are thirsty, you take a glass, fill it 
with water, and then you put it to your mouth and drink. 
Have you ever thought about and appreciated the 
muscles, the tendons, the bones through which you 
move your hand? I cannot move a finger. I have to ask 
for the help of others to drink, eat, or scratch my back. I 
cannot do anything. So say to the Creator of the 
Universe: "Creator of the Universe, thank you for my 
hands, thank you for being able to do what I want, 
however I want, whenever I want, as many times as I 
want. Thank you G-d!!” 
Have you ever appreciated your legs? A pair of legs that 
hold up dozens of kilograms, you stand in front of the stairs, 

  

Scholar Kvod Harav Yashar ben Tzion Ben Shifra, of blessed memory.     
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Ever since his youth, Mor our father Zlh"h aspired to merit to build a house in Jerusalem, the holy city.  
"I want to buy a ruin and turn it into a glorious building," he told us several times. "Jerusalem is the holy city, the King's palace, 
and we must do everything to show everyone her beauty," he added.  
Indeed he merited to fulfill his wish and built a magnificent building in the Beit Yisrael neighborhood. At every stage of the 
building's progress, Mor our father Zlh"h would come to the area and thank out loud to the King of Kings, Hashem, Blessed be 
He, for giving him this opportunity.  
Towards the end of construction, he said to the contractor, Rabbi Aharon Shachar ztz'l: "I want all the exterior walls of the 
building to be covered with special, beautiful Jerusalem stone." "Special Jerusalem stone is very expensive," said Rabbi Aharon 
Shachar ztz"l. "Don't worry!" said Mor our father Zlh"h, "G-d has plenty of money!  And since all I want is to add beauty to the 
holy city of Jerusalem, I am sure G-d will provide me with the money needed for this." 
When the special stones arrived, Mor our father Zlh"h looked at them and said, "Indeed, this stone is worthy of being called 
'Jerusalem stone'. Its beauty and uniqueness justify the name of "Jerusalem". 
Rabbi Halperin ztz"l, the rabbi of the Chabad synagogue located across the street from Mor our father Zlh"h, was very impressed, 
he was amazed to see the special attitude of Mor our father Zlh"h had for the Jerusalem stone. One time, on the eve of Shavuot, 
Rabbi Halperin arrived at the home of Mor our father Zlh"h, "I have a request for you, Rabbi Yazdi" he said, "and I'd like to 
emphasize that I will understand you if you refuse my request." He then continued: "On Shavuot many people come to pray in the 
synagogue, I would like to spread a canvas from the synagogue to the wall of your building to shield the people from the burning 
sun, and provide some shade for the many arriving." 
"What's the problem?" asked Mor our father Zlh"h. "The problem is ..." replied Rabbi Halperin ztz"l: "We would have to drill into 
your Jerusalem stone in order to secure the canvas properly, and I know how important this Jerusalem stone is to you." 
"You are right," said Mor our father Zlh"h, adding:" The Jerusalem stone is very important and dear to me, but the people who 
pray in the synagogue are much more important. It would be a great honor for me, to drill into the Jerusalem stone of my house in 
honor of the worshipers of the synagogue." 
"I always loved your way of thinking," muttered Rabbi Halperin, and left after wishing "Happy Holiday". 

 

                                      Tnsb”h.      His merit should protect us.    To be continued next week. 
  

 
 

 
1.  The brain comprises only 2% of the body’s weight, yet it consumes more oxygen than any other organ, which makes it the 
most sensitive organ to lack of oxygen.  7 seconds without oxygen to the brain - will end up in fainting, 4 such minutes and the 
person will end up brain dead. 
2.  Each cell in the brain can hold as much information as an encyclopedia.  Scientist were unable to determine the exact 
amount, but estimate our brain can hold 1,000 terabytes, information equal to approximately 15 national libraries. 
3.  80% of the brain tissue is water, so next time you are almost dehydrated, make sure to drink water so your brain doesn’t dry up. 
4.  Our brain is most active at night, in fact when we go to sleep our brain wakes up.  Brain activity during sleep is great, and 
according to estimation the brain organizes thoughts, processes the past busy day, and prepares for a new day. 
5.  Our intestines contain 400 different kinds of bacteria, most are beneficial and necessary for proper digestion.  
6.  In every square centimeter of our skin there are 15 million bacteria. No need to get alarmed, most are harmless and help keep 
us in good health. 
7.  Every 3 or 4 days the stomach produces new lining,  These mucus cells lining the stomach protect it from the powerful acids 
that digest the food. 
8.  The human heart functions under great pressure, which can squirt blood 30 feet high. The heart does not stop beating for a 
moment, it is the reason there are no cancer tumors in the heart. The heart pumps blood against gravity to our head, while 
simultaneously pumping it down to other parts of the body. 
9.  The body produces 180 million red blood cells in an hour. 
10.  One step requires the function of 200 muscles. 
11.  During birth the baby's body fills up with twice as much adrenaline, as that in a person having a heart attack.  The 
purpose:  to activate the lungs which are full of amniotic fluid. 
12.  The placenta is a unique organ that helps nourish the baby during pregnancy.  It is considered one of the unusual organs in the 
human body.  The placenta develops together with the fetus, its main function is to allow metabolism between mother and fetus.  It also 
secrets hormones and protects the fetus.  The placenta serves as several organs: lungs - by supplying oxygen, kidneys - by filtering 
waste. It also separates between the blood flow of the mother and the fetus, allowing the fetus to grow to the desired size before birth. 
The placenta is the only organ in the human body that as soon as it completes its function, it is naturally expelled from the body. 
13. If during pregnancy the mother suffers an injury to one of her organs, the fetus in the womb sends stem cells to repair the damage. 
14.  Finger prints appear on the fetus only on the 3rd month of pregnancy, these print will remain the same thru out life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The following is an example of the holy customs and 
ways of our father, who served G-d with all his being, 
Kvod Harav (KH), Yashar Ben Tzion Ztz”l ben Shifra A”h. 

To merit and spread Torah, look for us and follow us (Harav Moshe Yazdi) on  and on   


