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When I approached him and asked him, "What happened, 
dear boy? Why are you crying?" 
He replied to me: "My mother passed away about a year 
ago, and from the time of her death, I suffer very much 
because my father married another woman who is severely 
cruel to me and every day she burdens me with a wagon of 
bread and other pastries, and she forces me to go out and 
sell them, and I am not allowed to return home until after I 
sell everything. Today after I struggled and finished selling 
all the goods at a late hour, I was horrified to see that all 
the money had been stolen from my pocket, and I am very 
afraid to come home because she will punish me severely 
and I can no longer endure her screams and cruel blows." 
"What is the amount of money stolen from you?" I asked 
the boy, "Twenty golden coins" he answered. 
"Don't cry" I told him, and I immediately took out my wallet 
and gave him twenty golden coins. After his eyes lit from 
his great salvation and his hysterical cries calmed down, I 
gave him three more golden coins and asked him to go into 
the nearby store and buy himself something to eat.  
The boy was speechless, he did not know how to thank me 
and to downplay his embarrassment I immediately turned 
and went on my way. 
About thirty years later, one member of the community 
asked me to act as arbitrator in a financial dispute between 
him and another Jew. When that Jew appeared and I 
emphasized to him that I have known the plaintiff for many 
years, so he may request that another person serve as 
arbitrator between them, he replied to me: "We have one 
Torah, I do not fear that his honor might rule unjustifiably 
and I will follow whatever you rule!" 
After hearing both sides and carefully examining the law, I 
ruled in favor of my community member. When that person 
heard it, he was very angry, with terrible brazenness he 
said to me: "I'll see you again” and left. 
About a week later, two policemen came to my house and 
asked me to accompany them for an investigation, during 
  

 

 
When Moses asked the Creator and said to him: "Let me 
know Your ways," Hashem answered him: "and you will 
see My back but My face shall not be seen". 
The Chatam Sofer Ztz’l asks: "What was the intention of 
Moses when he asked: "Let me know Your ways"? And 
what does the answer of Hashem mean: "and you will see 
My back but My face shall not be seen"? 
He explains it in his book "Torat Moshe": Moshe asked to 
know the rules of the Creator's leadership in His world, 
because many times we also see problems and troubles, 
big or small, that plagued us or those around us, and the 
question always arises: Why? What did I do? Why this 
great pain?  
Moshe Rabbeinu wanted to understand this and asked: 
"What are your ways of leading your world? What are the 
rules?" And Hashem answered him: "and you will see My 
back," only after the heart of the Jew is whole with Me and 
what I do and does not ask questions about the sorrow that 
comes upon him, then I let him understand the reason for 
my actions, but "My face shall not be seen," meaning: 
before the heart of a person is complete in acceptance of 
what I do, I do not reveal the reason, since every trouble 
afflicting man is nothing but atonement for his sins, so if he 
merits to accept it with love, it is a "springboard" for 
accepting another spiritual virtue, and if a person knows the 
cause of his impending trouble, there will be no trial here. 
Therefore, only after a man merits and stays in his faith 
despite the difficulty of his troubles and his heart is 
complete with his Creator, then he proves that his love for 
his Creator is not dependent on anything, and he is worthy 
that the cause of his trouble be revealed to him. 
And to reinforce this wonderful commentary, the Chatam 
Sofer recounted the act that happened to him decades ago. 
"One day I was walking in the late evening hours on the 
streets of a city, I noticed a gentile boy standing on the 
corner of the street, crying and trembling in the terrible 
outside cold. 
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Lesson of Parshat ‘Ki-Tisa’ 5780. 

Who is the great believer? And his reward! 

 

Candles lighting time:  Shabbat ends:              Latest Kriat Shema (M”A):    Latest Kriat Shema (Gr”a):      Mincha Gedola:   
           

 Los Angeles: 18:37      Los Angeles: 19:38       Los Angeles: 9:27                 Los Angeles: 10:03                     Los Angeles: 13:32   
 New York: 18:39           New York: 19:43            New York: 9:27                      New York: 10:07                          New York: 13:35        
                         London: 17:40              London: 18:54               London: 8:24                         London: 9:14                              London: 12:40 

FYI: This wonderful Torah newsletter is available in Hebrew, English and French. As we get your request at 
Alon.Ahavat.Israel@gmail.com, we will email it to you and to anyone you see fit. Yishar Koach!!! 
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Dear Rabbi, peace and blessings! 
In the Torah sheet two weeks ago, I was very moved 
(with many more readers) to see the great change 
Tomer made in his life. His past and present pictures 
after repenting don't leave a dry eye. I serve as a Rabbi 
and after many considerations I decided to write to you 
about my great suffering whatever might be. 
Unfortunately, all my sons and daughters strayed from 
the religion and, at age 15,17, became estranged from 
Judaism and chose a completely secular lifestyle. I am 
also ashamed to write to you that they are fanatics, not 
only do they not observe the Sabbath but they also eat 
chametz on Passover and do not fast on Yom Kippur. 
My wife and I are very broken about this to the point we 
have no joy of life. As a neighborhood rabbi I am well 
known in the area and sometimes I avoid attending 
events my sons and daughters are invited to. 
My question: Why? Why is this happening? What is the 
way to get them to repent? I would be very grateful if 
you expound your response to the extent Hashem 
graces you.                 Rabbi S B H, Tel Aviv Gush Dan. 
 
Answer: Dear Distinguished Rabbi, Peace and blessing! 
A. With your permission I will deal a little with the past but 
focus more on the future. I am unworthy to write and 
decide the cause of this great trouble, but in the course of 
my extensive activities, I observed and concluded: parents 
who burden and exhort their children, cause them an 
aversion to the Torah and commandments. A child's soul is 
very delicate, and it cannot accept many harsh comments, 
so the children yearn to reach the age when they can rebel 
and scorn the parents who hurt them. 
B. Children whose parents have been wise to shower them 
with warmth and love and enlighten them while hugging 
and kissing, these children will never take even one step 
that could grieve their parents. 
Even in a difficult situation such as yours, you are not 
allowed to give up hope at all because you help them 
become religious if you do as follows: 
C. Accept them as they are! Tell your wife that from now 
on you will shower them with warmth and love and not only 
are you not ashamed of them, but you are proud of them! 
Every child, every person has a unique or rare positive 
virtue, and you have to focus on these virtues and qualities 
that exist in your sons and daughters, and emphasize to 
them how special and good they are and that these 
qualities make you very happy. You are obligated to do this 
mainly in light of the fact that you were ashamed to be seen 
in their company. I have no doubt that they noticed this and 
may have been very hurt by it and now you must change 
your approach from end to end until they are convinced that 
you love them and are proud of them. 
D. At the same time, you must plead for them in prayer from 
 

 

which it was made clear to me that the same person had 
blamed me that I had contact with an enemy state and I 
was now being accused of espionage - the punishment was 
death by hanging. 
All my efforts to persuade the investigator of my innocence 
in the matter fell on deaf ears. 
After a few days, I was summoned to a military court and 
immediately upon entering, the judges drew their sword, 
and a terrible fear came over me to the point that I could 
barely stand. 
The judge's attitude to me was patronizing and extremely 
difficult, but the head judge, who noticed my great fears told 
me: "Don't be afraid and don't worry at all, the law requires 
us to pull the sword from the beginning of the trial to the 
end of it, but because you are very frightened we will put 
the swords away" and when he put it back, they did so too.  
Throughout the trial, he was the one who calmed the 
judges from their great anger and terrible attitude toward 
me, and before they ruled, he began a long and convincing 
speech that was all about defending me, and due to the 
great awe his fellow judges had for him, they consented 
and I was ruled innocent.  
Before I left the courtroom, the judge that benefited me and 
helped me asked me to come into his office, and I was very 
surprised that right as I entered he hugged me and with 
tears in his eyes he asked: "Do you recognize me?"  

"No"! I answered in shame. 
"Of course you would not remember since the last time I 
saw you was over thirty years ago, when I was a boy. With 
your compassionate heart you saved me from my 
stepmother's brutal beating, and you did even more and 
revived my soul with the hearty meal I bought with your 
money. As soon as you entered the courtroom, I 
recognized you and decided to save you at any cost." 
After this courtesy call, I promised him that we would keep in 
touch and often he helped me for the benefit of many Jews. 
This is as it is written,” the Chatam Sofer says, "and you 
will see My back," only after the fact did I get to 
understand why I felt sorry for that boy, because he was 
sent from heaven to save me in the future." 
Hashem should merit us that our hearts will be completely 
with Him at all times, and that our faith in our midst should 
grow day by day, and may we merit to pass all tests and 
trials in courage and valor, and soon in our days may we all 
merit to see Moshiach, Amen!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     This newsletter is dedicated to the holy memory of our father, the Torah 

With Blessing of Hallelujah,  
Shabbat Shalom,  

All-inclusive salvation and Kol tuv,  
Moshe Yazdi 

 

A great Zikuy Harabim Mitzva opportunity!!! 
 

Volunteers needed to help in translating this  
newsletter from Hebrew to English.  

Please contact Ifat at 323-449-8184 or Ifat08@gmail.com 
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prayer: "A harp hangs in the heart of every human being and 
he enjoys the tone of its voice. What a wonderful thing that a 
person can voice his concerns before the Master of the world 
as if he speaks to his friend, and Hashem, Blessed be He, 
appoints him as an enjoyable favorite boy." 
In another epistle, the “Chazon Ish” guides and writes: "A 
person should pray for others who are in trouble, in order to 
be amongst those who are suffering when his fellow man is 
suffering,” and he writes that a Jew must pray for his friend 
even if the friend is a loud and simple man and despicable," 
because the prayer is like a staff of courage in the hands of 
every person, and as much as a person puts their trust in 
Hashem, so he will be blessed and succeed, any person has 
in his power to find good by praying. Pray in every form. 
H. There are many known stories of many of Israel's greatest 
Rabbis who grew up in the homes of simple parents, who 
merited this by their prayers. It is told about Rabbi Elimelech of 
Lizhensk and his brother, Rabbi Zusha of Anipoli Zy”a, who 
greatly admired the holiness of Rabbi David of Lelov Ztz’l. 
They arrived at the home of Rabbi David, a simple house of 
"simple" parents, and asked the mother "How did you and your 
husband merit such a righteous son with such a high soul?" 
The woman answered in good faith that she really did not know 
what merit they had, she only knows that every Shabbat, when 
her husband came to the Sabbath zemirot to the words "and 
merit us to see sons and grandsons practicing Torah and 
mitzvot", he would pour out his soul with plea and requests until 
he passed out. Upon hearing this, the "Holy Brothers" looked 
at each other as if to say: "Now we understand the foundation 
of the power of Rabbi David of Lelov." 
Rabbi Chaim Palaji wrote in his book "Totsot Cayim" in the 
name of Rabbeinu Saadia Gaon Zy”a: Every request that a 
person requests from Hashem, even if he does not deserve 
it,  if that person requests this request in honor of Hashem, 
Hashem accepts his prayer. Therefore, when a person prays 
and begs from the bottom of his heart for his sons and 
daughters, that they will not sin or do any wrongdoing, all his 
intention should be to honor Hashem and immediately 
Hashem will receive his request.  
He writes the sure way that a prayer will be accepted: "And so 
he should do, when he is in the synagogue, comes before the 
Ark to bow before Hashem and pray there, he should fall on his 
face in front of the Holy Ark, bow to G-d and pray and ask for 
mercy, and he should eat the dust which is there, and 
Hashem will accept his prayer with mercy and will." 
I. Because your great distress is very evident from your 
question, I will stress and ask you again, my dear friend: 
Please!!! Give lots of warmth and great love to your sons and 
daughters. Close the synagogue door, and being alone fall on 
your face in front of the Holy Ark and beg for your sons and 
daughters to repent and become completely religious, and eat 
the dust which is there, as Rabbi Chaim Palaji said above, 
and certainly your prayer will be accepted immediately! 
Elijah the Prophet testified [in Tanna Debi Eliyahu Kama 
Chapter 18]: "There was a Cohen who had ten sons and every 
day he would pray for them and eat the dust, he merited and 
immigrated to Eretz Yisrael. He did not die until he merited and 
saw all his sons serve as High priests in the Temple." 
J. Shabbat Shalom umevorach and all the best!!! 

 

 
a loving heart that they will merit and return with complete 
repentance. Your prayer from the depths of your heart and 
soul, combined with your warm and loving new attitude will 
lead to a positive upheaval. 
E. Below I will write down some of the sources so that we can 
all be strengthened and understand how powerful our 
prayers are to give our sons and daughters a good and 
blessed life, both spiritually and physically. 
F. This is also stated in the "Mishnah Brurah" chapter 47 in 
the name of the "Knesset Yisrael" and it reads: "There 
should always be prayers said by fathers and mothers 
for their offspring, that they should be students of Torah, 
righteous and of a good nature, and one is to 
concentrate greatly on this when he makes the blessing 
on the Torah (in the morning) when he says the words 
“and may we and our offspring be ….”. Likewise, in the 
prayer “Ahavat Olam” when you say: "Our Father, the 
Father of Mercy, the Merciful One, have mercy on us, and 
give our hearts understanding" we should also think of 
our offspring and their offspring forever. Likewise, when 
we say, "So we do not put our efforts in vain and do not 
birth in panic," and in all such places, his prayer should 
be permanent with all his heart and soul. " 
Rabbi Elazar Azkari, in the book "Haredim," writes: "Just as 
a person should pray for himself, so should he pray for his 
offspring, to have fear of heaven." Also, the prayer of mothers 
for their children, especially when lighting Shabbat candles is 
very effective. This is what Bat-Sheva said in her prayer: "I 
vowed and said I will have a son who is active, filled with Torah 
and worthy of  prophecy," and indeed she merited a son, King 
Solomon, who was the wisest of all men. 
G. Contrary to popular belief that fathers who are themselves 
Talmudic Scholars are certain to have their sons follow this 
path, there are many sources that state the Torah is not 
passed down as an inheritance and that the strengthening of 
the sons in Torah and fear of G-d depends solely on 
parents' prayers, whether or not they themselves are 
Talmudic Scholars and G-d-fearing. 
This is what the “Prisha” wrote: "Whereas Talmudic scholars 
do study, they are not so careful to pray for and bless their 
sons that they and their descendants be Torah scholars. While 
other people, when they turn away from their business and 
study Torah, are very careful to make the blessing and pray. 
"May we and our offspring” Therefore in them is fulfilled this 
blessing and they merit that their children become Torah 
Scholars more than Torah scholars who study regularly. 
(Prisha:  Orach Chaim chapter 47). 
Rabbi Yosef Elbo, in "Sefer Haikarim," brings various sources 
of prayer on various matters, and he concludes: "Prayer is like a 
cure for all kinds of ills and beneficial to all diseases." 
Rabbi Yosef Elbo concludes with these words: "Therefore, 
prayer is beneficial to all kinds of people, and will also benefit 
even the complete wicked." HaKadosh Baruch Hu eagerly 
awaits Jewish prayer, whether righteous or wicked, rich or poor, 
and he asks us to "take words with you" - "I do not ask of you 
sacrifices or slaughter, only “words” I ask of you. Cry and pray 
before me and I will accept" [Midrash Rabba p. Tetzaveh]. 
The man of G-d, the “Chazon Ish” Z”yA, described in his 
picturesque and unparalleled prose in his epistles about the 
 

Scholar Kvod Harav Yashar ben Tzion Ben Shifra, of blessed memory.     
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On the days before Passover, when the wives of Am Yisrael are busy toiling and cleaning for the impending holiday, scrubbing 
every corner of the house (below and above it), it happens that laziness is widespread in men's hearts, and they don't help their 
wives as they should. 
I therefore consider it appropriate to write what the brother of Mor our father Zlh"h, our dear uncle the Gaon Rabbi Aryeh 
Yazdi, may he have good and happy life, said about him. He told the following: 
One day I came to visit my big brother, R' Yashar Ben Tzion Yazdi Ztz'l.  It was a very hot summer day and my brother changed 
his shirt.  Before he put it in the laundry basket he unfolded the sleeves, that were rolled up because of the heat. 
When I asked him: "Why are you unfolding the sleeves, why don't you put the shirt the way it is in the hamper?" My brother Zlh"h 
replied: "My dear wife is very clean, she takes great pain in cleaning and organizing the house, so I try to help and 
relieve some of her load. I noticed that she was careful to unroll the sleeves of the shirt before washing it, so I decided to 
do it myself and I'm careful to always do it. It's enough that she washes it, it's not necessary to burden her with 
unrolling the sleeves too." 
In synagogue as well, Mor our father Zlh"h always made sure to return the Sidur and the books he used, to their places. 
Sometimes empty cups were left on the table by the class participants, Mor our father Zlh"h would leave last, and on his way out 
he would collect the cups and throw them in the trash. 
When one of his friends asked him, "Why are you doing this? it is the cleaner's job!" Mor our father Zlh"h replied: "The cleaner has 
a lot of work to do, that's the minimum I can do to help him."      
                                                      Tnsb”h. His merit should protect us. To be continued next week.     
  

 
      
 

“When you take the census (count the heads) of the people of Israel, each shall give a ransom for his life” … (Exodus 30:12) 
Meaning:  when you want to appoint a leader for the Israelites, only appoint one who is willing to give himself as ransom, and self 
sacrifice himself for the sake of the people.  
Moshe Rabenu, the faithful shepherd, was willing to sacrifice himself when he said: “If you will only forgive their sin, but if not, 
erase my name from the book you have written”!! (Exodus 32:32) 
The Holy “Ohr HaChaim” explains that the verse hints: That if one sees that the head of Israel passes away in an untimely 
manner, while still young, the reason is because of “them”, the people, not because of him. As is written: “A cluster of cypress 
(which can also mean ’ransom’) my beloved is to me” (Song of Songs 1:14) "A person who has everything (like a cluster) he 
becomes the ransom for Israel”. 
The holy Tzadik Rabbi David Abuchazira H”id (may HaShem avenge his death) Ztz”l, gave up his life for the sake of his 
congregation. 
In 1919 Mulai Muhamad, was the tyrant ruler of the city “Tfilalt” in Morocco. He revolted against the French authorities and 
decreed harsh edicts against the Jews, whom he hated in his Muslim fanaticism, and accused them of supporting the 
French.  Rabbi David, who was the chief Rabbi of the congregation and the older brother of Rabbi Israel Abuchazira, known as 
the "Baba Sali”, started learning in depth the issues pertaining to “Kidush HaShem” (The sanctification of G-d’s name), and the 
death of the 10 Martyrs H”id. 
At the beginning of the month of Kislev, the tyrant Ym”s (may his name be erased), put out a decree to kill all the Jews in his 
province. 
On Shabbat, the 14th of Kislev, Rabbi David did not wear his white garments, as was the custom of the Kabbalists, rather, he 
remained in his black gown.  He cut short the Shabbat meals, and withdrew into his room.   
At noon Muslim soldiers surrounded the Jewish neighborhood and ordered everyone to gather at the city square. Everyone ran to 
the Rabbi’s house to cry and beseech him to pray for the annulment of the decree.  Rabbi David consoled them saying: “Indeed 
there was a Heavenly decree, but I prayed to HaShem to take my soul, and this will atone for the whole community”.   
As he was speaking, soldiers came to his house and told him they have an order to bring him before the tyrant ruler.   
The Rabbi accompanied the soldiers, and the whole congregation followed in silence.   
When they arrived at the ruler’s house, it was announced that the people should return to their homes, anyone who remained will 
be put to death.  Further, it was announced, that the ruler changed his mind, and instead of killing all the Jews, he decided to take 
the life of the head of the community, Rabbi David H”id! 
Everyone cried bitterly, only Rabbi David was happy that his prayer was answered. The ruler chose a cruel and unusual 
punishment, the soldiers tied him to a cannon, and fired a shell.  The Jews mourned him so gravely, until the tyrant decreed that 
whoever mourned the Rabbi shall be put to death!!  The people gave the tyrant money and property, in order to bring to burial, 
the remains of the pure and holy body of their righteous Rabbi, who gladly gave up his life for their sake. 
 

May his merit protect us, and all of Israel.  Amen! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To merit and spread Torah, look for us and follow us (Harav Moshe Yazdi) on  and on   


