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win over the great love he has for our Heavenly Father, 
they sentenced him to burn to death, and scheduled and 
posted the day and time to put him on the stake in the town 
square. 
The night before he was to be burned, the Holy convert 
(Ger Tzedek) Avraham ben Avraham [formerly Count 
Potocki] sat in his cell at the Inquisition basement, and 
out of an endless and unwavering devotion started 
singing and chanting to the Lord blessed be He, for the 
special privilege to be burned for the sanctification of     
G-d’s name. 
Suddenly the holy Vilna Gaon Ztz’l appeared before him 
and said: "Just as I entered and I came all the way here 
using supreme forces and I was hidden from the eyes of 
the dozen guards outside, so I have infinite power to 
save you in this moment from the planned burning 
tomorrow, all you have to do is to hold my hand and 
together we will disappear from the Inquisition’s 
policemen and I will bring you to a safe land." 
"No! Holy and pure Rabbi," said the Holy convert to the 
Vilna Gaon and added: "I do not want to be saved, I want 
and I am eager to merit and be burned tomorrow for the 
sanctification of G-d’s name." 
Indeed, the next day he went up on the stake, not before he 
cried and shook the hearts of the entire crowd who was 
watching his burning, as he was calling the verse of our 
national anthem: "Hear O Israel, the Lord is our G-d, the 
Lord is One." And jumped happily into the fire. 
In contrast to him, to our dismay there were Jews that 
abandoned the faith of their fathers and became Christians 
in order to live like gentiles, while marrying foreign women 
and not even performing the “Brit Mila” (circumcision) 
commandment on their sons. 
Here the Chofetz Chaim asks: "How so? How is it possible 
that on the one hand gentiles are ready to be burned in 
order to live as a Jew, and compared to them Jews 

 

 

 

  
We are a few days before Shavuot, where we celebrate 
receiving our Holy Torah. In this holiday we were 
eternalized as a unique nation, and as King David called 
us: “the people close to Him” [Psalms Chapter 148, verse 

14], the closest nation to the King of Kings, the Holy One. 
Known and famous is the question of the great Cohen, 
the "Chofetz Chaim", about the wonderful fact, that in 
every generation we see large numbers of the foreign 
nations that part from their parents and siblings, and 
decide to convert and join our chosen nation.  
More than once these great converts abandoned lives of 
comfort and luxury in order to convert. Not only that, but 
even when they were threatened by the authorities, 
primarily during the Inquisition, that they will be executed 
unless they return to Christianity, they despised the 
threats, they considered all the severe tortures as if they 
were a pleasure, and the stories of their heroism pass 
from generation to generation and their personality’s 
devotion is admired by all Jews. 
Who do we have who is greater than the Count Potocki, 
who was fed up with all the pleasures of kings, giving it all 
up in order to convert and live as a Jew. And even when 
he was caught and tortured in the dungeons of the 
horrible and cruel Inquisition, he stood in front of them 
with pride, and for every torture they tortured him he 
announced and said to his torturers: "Thank you! I thank 
you with all my heart for this horrible ordeal which 
purified me from the pleasure of eating carrion and 
non-kosher food for years," and when they continued 
and added tortures, torments and tortures that the mind 
cannot imagine, even then he showed the courage and 
strength of his pure soul, saying: "I have no words to 
thank you for this bitter and evil torment, that must 
have now purified my soul of all those severe 
impurities that clung to my soul when I was a gentile". 
When these animalistic human beings, saw that they cannot 
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Shavuot 5780. 
These converts and these become Christians - what for and why? 

 

Candles lighting time:  Shabbat ends:              Latest Kriat Shema (M”A):    Latest Kriat Shema (Gr”a):      Mincha Gedola:   
           

 Los Angeles: 19:35      Los Angeles: 20:42       Los Angeles: 8:32                 Los Angeles: 9:17                      Los Angeles: 13:26   
 New York: 19:57           New York: 21:10            New York: 8:18                      New York: 9:11                           New York: 13:30        
                         London: 20:43              London: 22:17               London: 7:22                         London: 8:54                              London: 13:38 

FYI: This wonderful Torah newsletter is available in Hebrew, English and French. As we get your request at 
Alon.Ahavat.Israel@gmail.com, we will email it to you and to anyone you see fit. Yishar Koach!!! 
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Dear Rabbi, Shalom and Greetings. 
We, The Gabays of a synagogue in the north of the 
country, want to ask a question that causes 
arguments among the worshipers. First, we would like 
to thank you very much for the unique newsletter you 
write each week. Much to our chagrin, recently there 
have been several Shabbats that we did not receive the 
leaflet and we saw the great disappointment on the 
faces of the dear worshipers. One of them even 
commented and said, "My Shabbat has gone away. My 
wife's Shabbat joy depends on this newsletter." So 
once again, thank you very much for the wonderful 
newsletter and at the same time, we would like to 
receive the newsletter regularly every week. 
Now to our question: One of the community members 
whom we all love very much is married to a woman 
who is 'not very easy' to say the least. 
We do not intend to write about her negative behavior 
towards everyone, but we would like to stress that we 
know that she is very bad towards her husband. Her 
husband is a lovely man who loves to help everyone. 
He is always the first to reach out to help with anything 
and everything. He is also a very funny person with a 
well-developed sense of humor, so it is very easy to 
love him. We have often heard him say: "Thank G-d 
that we need to pray, so we can escape the constant 
fighting and screaming." 
One of our members, a former Yeshiva graduate, 
teaches us the "Daf Yomi" in the Talmud, so we 
recently learned: "Because of vows a man's wife dies" 
This means that if a man vows to donate money to a 
synagogue and does not pay, he is punished with his 
wife's death. It is not pleasant for us to continue to 
write that from the day we learned this, this Jew buys 
every Shabbat a Torah Aliyah or the opening of the Arc 
and does not pay for it, in order for his wife to die. We 
talked to him personally a lot about stopping this, both 
because it is immoral and inhumane to do this and also 
because the synagogue loses the donation. Most of the 
worshipers laugh and are amused every Shabbat when 
he “buys” the Torah Aliyah, but some claim it is wrong. 
We would like to ask: 
A. Why is the wife punished when her husband vows 
and does not pay? 
B. Can we ignore him when he raises his bid for the 
Torah Aliyah? Obviously, he would be very 
embarrassed by this. 
C. What should we do? We would be grateful to receive 
your advice to dissuade him from this. 
Since we know you strongly recommend solving 
problems by persuasion and talking, we think it is 
appropriate to note that we have done this several 
times, we asked the most respected members of the 
community to talk to him but he stayed firm and was not 

 

 
of our own were eradicated in order to live like gentiles?" 
"There is only but one answer" answers the Chofetz 
Chaim and explains: "When the nations of the gentiles 
gave a negative answer to the question of The Almighty: 
"Do you wish to receive the Torah?" There were among 
them a few people that have expressed their desire to 
receive the Torah, but because most of them refused to 
receive the Torah, G-d had left them and offered the Torah 
to Am Yisrael, which announced and said: "We will do and 
obey!" and since the Almighty does not forget the reward 
due to any creature, so for generations, those good souls of 
the nations of the world who have expressed their consent 
to receive the Torah, convert to Judaism and join our 
wonderful people. 
On the other hand, there were people in Am Yisrael that 
declared as well: "All that the Lord spoke We will do and 
obey", but in their hearts they did not want that, and their 
declaration was not completely voluntary, but only a lip 
service, they were only too ashamed of their friends to not 
receive the Torah. Therefore, throughout the generations 
they are ‘shed’ from the chosen people, joining the 
worshipers of alien deities.  
The Chofetz Chaim continues and asks: "What's the basis 
for each of these groups? What does the merit of the 
converts depend on? And what is the fault of the ones that 
are shed??" Good midot (character traits)"!!! Yes!!! 
Only good virtues!!! 
Even while being non-Jews, these few ones merited and had 
good virtues, therefore their soul really yearned to accept the 
Torah, and now they merit and convert, and those of our 
nation which are ‘shed’, merely have crooked virtues, which 
the superior and holy root cannot stand, and therefore their 
soul did not wish to accept the Torah and throughout the 
generations they are ejected from our wonderful nation.  
Amazing! How great is the power of "good character 
traits" that have the power to tip the scale and to raise the 
gentile and make him Jewish, or vice versa, G-d forbid.  
And Hashem should grant us the merit to be among the 
ones who possess good and noble virtues, and these 
wonderful and corrected character traits should be 
engraved in our souls and we’ll have the merit to pass them 
on to our offspring until the end of time, and quickly in our 
days we will merit to greet our Moshiach happily, and may 
our eyes see and our hearts rejoice in the building of our 
glorious and majestic temple AMEN!!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     This newsletter is dedicated to the holy memory of our father, the Torah 

With Blessing of Hallelujah,  
Chag Sameach 

and Shabbat Shalom umevorach,  
Moshe Yazdi 

A great Zikuy Harabim Mitzva opportunity!!! 
 

 
Volunteers needed to help in translating this  

newsletter from Hebrew to English.  
Please contact Ifat at 323-449-8184 or Ifat08@gmail.com 
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share in the next world" and his rectification is more 
difficult than that of a murderer. [Tosfot in Sota]. 
H. At the same time it is written in Halacha: "Any person who 
speaks in the synagogue at the time of “Chazarat HaShatz”, 
his sin is too great to bear, and he should be scolded." That 
is, because the person who speaks in the synagogue has no 
portion in the G-d of Israel [Zohar], so in order to save him 
we must scold him, even if he is embarrassed by this. 
I. I cannot finish my answer before I beg and plead those 
'border-breakers' who drink ‘Arak’ on Shabbat in the 
synagogue. Please, please!! Stop this evil act! I am afraid 
to write the quotes they bring in the holy books about those 
drinkers who, even with a slight sip, shut the fortunes of 
their sons and daughters, and damage their chances to find 
a spouse and livelihood. The Holy Zohar brings that they 
are included in the group of synagogue degraders and 
cause the Shekinah to leave. They will not leave this world 
except with harsh and bitter anguish while the attribute of 
justice accuses them. The gates of heaven are locked 
before them and their prayers are not accepted and the 
Holy One blessed be He proclaims on them: "Who 
asked this from you, trespassing my courtyard"? 
[Isaiah 1: 12]. 
Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai Zia'a added and wrote in the 
Holy Zohar: "This man is as one who had relations with a 
menstruant, wherever he goes, he brings calamity with him. 
He should not be allowed into any Jewish home because the 
blessing flees from before him and he gives over his 
authority to destructive forces to control the house he enters. 
It is worthwhile to avoid shaking his hand, and one who 
does so 'He is a friend of a corrupting man'. 
Sadly, this sickness was in many synagogues until the Holy 
One blessed be He was angered and expelled all of us 
from the synagogue both the drinkers and those who saw 
but did not properly protest the dignity of the synagogue. 
The duty of protest is on the rabbis and the Gabays and all 
the worshipers!!! It is forbidden to remain silent under any 
circumstance!! One who avoids protesting will also be 
punished, G-d forbid! 
It is clear that if those drinkers continue their rebellion and 
continue to drink Arak and disrespect the synagogue, it is 
correct and proper for the Rabbi or the Gabays to declare 
the synagogue closed for a week or two and everyone 
should pray at home and the canceling of answering 
“amen” and “kedushah” will fall on the head and shoulders 
of these rebels and they will marked for derision and 
embarrassment for all time. 
In spite of all the above, I will reiterate: The sin of 
controversy is very serious, therefore it is our holy duty to 
be careful not to be drawn into a controversy. It is our duty 
to scold, and if it does not help, we are obligated to  close 
the synagogue but not be drawn into a controversy under 
any circumstances! 
Only a distinguished person whose intentions are pure 
will be wise enough to do this properly! 
J. Chag Sameach, Shabbat Shalom umevorach, 
comprehensive salvation and all the best!!  
 
 

 

 

convinced, saying: "If your wives were doing to you 
half of what my wife does to me, you too would do like 
me and hope for her demise." 
So what do we do? Please give us firm and definitive 
advice. We respect and cherish you very much.  
                           Members of the synagogue committee. 
 

Answer: Dear and distinguished Gabays! 
A. It hurts me! It hurts me a lot! Although the 'suffering 
worshiper' way of solving his misery is a little funny, my 
heart is full of pity and pain for him. 
He is suffering! He suffers a lot! Only great suffering like his 
can cause a man to hope for his wife's death. May G-d 
have mercy and save us!! 
B. To your question: Why is a wife punished when her 
husband vows and does not pay? I will answer: Our Sages, 
of blessed memory, recognized the persuasiveness a wise 
and gentle woman has. A wise woman knows the pathways 
to her husband's heart, even if he is extremely stubborn. 
She has the power to convince him to cease evil customs 
or bad deeds, and she certainly has the power to appease 
him even if he is very angry. All she has to do is just wait 
for the correct time and say the right words. 
C. A person who vows and does not pay brings terrible 
destruction to his life. Therefore, our Sages have found it 
proper to ask the wife to cease everything she does and devote 
herself to solving this dreadful and serious problem. It is as if 
they said to her: You should know that "your life is in danger"! 
Therefore, it is written in tractate Shabbat, page 32b: 
"Because of the sin of vowing, a man's wife dies." 
D. Of course, if the wife has no influence on her husband, 
certainly nothing bad will happen to her and he will be the 
one punished for this, so our Sages added and said in the 
Midrash: "Rabbi Nachman Bar Yitzhak said: Anybody who 
vows and holds his payment, brings death upon 
himself (Vayikra Raba 37). 
E. Moreover, the Holy Chid”a Ztz’l, wrote in his book 
"Chomat Anach" [in his commentary on Proverbs 22]: "I 
heard from our honorable Rabbi and teacher, Rabbi 
Gedaliah Hayon Ztz’l, that a man who has a bad wife and 
because of his hatred towards her he vows donations but 
does not pay so that his wife die, this husband is stupid, 
because only if his wife's death is a punishment for him can 
he suffer this punishment, but if her death will bring him a 
consolation, she surely will not die for this reason, and the 
husband will be punished for his vows and his wife will 
continue to  live." 
F. I am sure that as soon as the "suffering worshiper" sees 
these words above he will immediately cease and will even 
hasten to pay all the vows he has not yet paid, so your 
second question is unnecessary and irrelevant. 
G. Notwithstanding the preceding paragraph, I consider it 
imperative to warn with a severe warning: It is prohibited for 
anyone, and certainly  a synagogue gabay, to offend a 
person in public, even if it is clear to us that he has done and 
is still doing wrong. That is why our sages have said to us: 
"A person who embarrasses his friend in public, has no 
 
 
 

Scholar Kvod Harav Yashar ben Tzion Ben Shifra, of blessed memory.     
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Last week, I went with my brother, Rabbi Shimon Shlit"a, to visit our mom techi'. 
As we walked by the store front of the talented Rabbi Reuven Chakshoor Shlit"a, he came out towards us with a happy face, as 
is his usual custom. 
Inside the store, I met my dear, beloved friend, R' Avraham Ben Nachon Hy"v, one of the founders of "Amude HaShalom". 
"Today is the Memorial Day of Mor our father Zlh"h" I told R' Reuven. 
"Then I want to tell you a wonderful story that happened to me with your father," replied Rabbi Reuven.  He told the following: "One 
day I was sitting in the store, suddenly Mor your father Zlh"h opened the door and asked: "Can I come in? I would like to ask for your 
help with a person I have some financial matters with, and I heard you have some influence over him. I decided to contact you and 
ask you to invite us both for a meeting, and we will do whatever you say." "Who is this person?" R' Reuven Chakshoor asked. 
"So and so" replied Mor our father Zlh"h. 
"You're are right! I do have influence over him. I'll invite you both and we will talk." 
On the designated day, they both came to me. Mor your father Zlh"h presented his side and the other person replied to your 
father's claims.  After I asked them some questions, I made my decision, and said to Mor your father Zlh"h, "He is right, you don't 
deserve any money from him." 
Rabbi Reuven continued: "You have no idea how amazed I was by Mor your father Zlh"h's response.  He immediately got up, 
shook my hand and said: "I accept your opinion, and thank you very much for your time." 
He then reached out to the other person and asked for his forgiveness for bothering him to come and answer his claims.  I 
thought for a moment that he might be angry because it is impossible for a person to give up such a large sum of money without 
asking for an explanation, so I said to Mor your father Zlh"h, "I hope you are not angry with me, G-d forbid?" G"-d forbid, No" Mor 
your father Zlh"h said, adding: "While I thought I deserved the money, I decided in advance to accept your opinion, whatever you 
would say, and since it is clear to me that you have no impartiality, I accept your opinion and your judgment with all my heart."   
                                                Tnsb”h. His merit should protect us. To be continued next week. 
  

 
 

It was Friday afternoon, and while traveling on the trail towards the town, the wagon wheel broke.  Because it was almost 
Shabbat he didn’t find anyone who could help him, and it took him a long time to fix it. When he finally continued on his way, he 
found himself at the town’s entrance after candle lighting. The whole Shabbat he felt sad and could hardly eat. When Shabbat 
was over he went to see the Tzadik Rabbi Yechiel Michle from Zlotchov, who was a great Kabbalist and an exalted Tzadik. “I 
came to ask the honorable Rabbi for a “Tikun” (reparation, correction) for “Desecrating the Shabbat” he said.  Of course the 
Rabbi gave him a drastic, severe repentance “Tikun", as is written in the holy books, including fasting for many days, rolling in 
snow, sitting in cold water under the ice in winter, etc…. The wagon driver accepted the judgement with love, and began this 
difficult process of asceticism (mortification). A while later he realized he could not bear it anymore, and he felt great sorrow!   
During those days the Holy Baal Shem Tov arrived at the city of Chostov, which was next to the wagon driver’s town. He 
immediately went to see the Baal Shem Tov and asked him for a “Tikun” for desecrating the Shabbat. The Baal Shem Tov 
heard how it happened and said: “You need to buy a pack of candles and light them in the synagogue in honor of Shabbat, that 
will be your Tikun”. The man was startled and said: “Is it possible that with such a small and simple Tikun one can atone for such 
a severe transgression as desecrating the Shabbat?!?  Behold, Rabbi Yechiel Michel from Zlotchov gave me a severe Tikun, 
and only because I don’t have the strength to perform it I came to the Rav, how can it be that the Rav is dismissing me with a 
pack of candles”?!? The Baal Shem Tov smiled and said: “Don’t worry dear Jew, do as I told you and you will have complete 
atonement”!  And so he did as the Baal Shem Tov said, he bought a pack of candles, and cheerfully went to the synagogue. 
Since the care taker was not there he left the candles on the post and turned to walk out. Suddenly a dog entered the synagogue, 
jumped on the post, and ate the candles. When the man saw that his gift was eaten by the dog, his heart broke. He went again to 
the Baal Shem Tov and told him that the dog ate the “Tikun”, and that it was probably a sign from Heaven. The Baal Shem Tov 
said to him: “Even so, don’t worry! Go back and buy another pack of candles, give them to the care taker to light in honor of 
Shabbat, and you will have atonement, and tell Rabbi Yechiel Michle in my name that I command him to come spend next 
Shabbat with me”. The man went to Rabbi Yechiel Michel and told him the Baal Shem Tov’s command.  
On Friday Rabbi Yechiel Michel sat in his carriage on his way to Chostov. On the way the wheel of the carriage broke, and Rabbi 
Yechiel Michel was forced to continue on foot. Time passed and darkness fell, when he arrived at Chostov it was long after the 
Shabbat began. When he walked into the Inn, the Baal Shem Tov was about to make the blessing over the wine. The Baal 
Shem Tov greeted Rabbi Yechiel Michel and said to him: “Reb Michel, from now on you will know that you don’t give such a 
severe “Tikun” to someone who unintentionally desecrated the Shabbat. You never experienced a transgression in your life, and 
therefore you don’t know the feeling of a broken heart of a Jew who stumbled on a transgression, and for this reason you are not 
allowed to decree such harsh atonement on a Jew. You should know, Reb Michel, that the broken heart this Jew felt because of 
desecrating the Shabbat, already repaired the sin, and it was completely erased”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To merit and spread Torah, look for us and follow us (Harav Moshe Yazdi) on  and on   

The following is an example of the holy customs and 
ways of our father, who served G-d with all his being, 
Kvod Harav (KH), Yashar Ben Tzion Ztz”l ben Shifra A”h. 


