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halakhic ruling) in front of his rabbi - is liable to death." 
(Eruvin 83a). 
In other words, since our Heavenly Father is very careful 
about the honor of the sages of Israel, it is forbidden for a 
student to rule in the presence of his rabbi and teacher 
because it demonstrates a lack of courtesy, therefore 
Pinchas had to take permission. 
To what extent? 
In the Talmud (Tractate Me'ilah 17a), it is told: When the 
kingdom of Rome decreed harsh decrees against the 
Jewish people, the sages of Israel asked Rabbi Shimon 
bar Yochai to journey to the kingdom and cancel the 
decrees. Rabbi Shimon asked Rabbi Eleazar, the son of 
Rabbi Yosi, to accompany him. Of course, Rabbi Elazar 
was very happy with the request of Rabbi Shimon bar 
Yochai and immediately agreed to accompany him, but 
his father, Rabbi Yosi, did not agree to that. Rabbi 
Shimon bar Yochai asked Rabbi Yosi: "Why do you not 
you agree that your son will join me?" and Rabbi Yosi 
answered: “I am very frightened that my son will not 
respect your honor properly, and he will be punished, 
heaven forbid, for this." 
"If this is your fear," Rabbi Shimon said to him, and 
added: "I promise you that if he fails, I will not punish 
him!" And Rabbi Yosi immediately agreed to send his 
son with him. On the way, a Jew approached Rabbi 
Shimon bar Yochai and asked to know the source for a 
certain Halacha. Rabbi Elazar twisted his lips and 
answered in a whisper ("so that he would not be ruling 
before his teacher" says Rashi) and said the source of 
that halacha. Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai felt this and 
said: "From the curve of your lips, it is clear that you are a 
wise scholar, for you knew how to answer, but since you 
ruled an halacha before me, you will not merit to return to 
your father's house!" 

 
 

    

 

 
Pinchas the son of Elazar the son of Aaron the priest 
received in his reward the crown of priesthood for him and 
all his later descendants until the end of all generations, 
and also death had no hold over him and he entered the 
Garden of Eden alive, for what he had merited and was the 
only one that stood up out of the entire Jewish nation and 
out of pure defense for Hashem’s honor, he stabbed and 
killed Zimri ben Saloo, the president of the tribe of 
Shimon. (as a vengeance on the honor of Hashem that was 
desecrated). 
Our Father in Heaven testified in our holy Torah about 
Pinchas the son of Elazar, whose entire act was solely 
from jealousy for Hashem’s honor and without any personal 
agenda. This is what is written in the verse: "by his 
zealously avenging Me," and then it is written: "because he 
was zealous for his G-d and atoned for the children of 
Israel.” 
It is clear that this is all Pinchas's praises and virtue, whose 
only intention was to protest against the honor of Hashem 
that was desecrated by Zimri ben Saloo, but if, G-d forbid, 
he had any personal benefit, even if it was the smallest, he 
would be punished, G-d forbid, as a murderer in every way, 
in this world and in the World to Come. 
Even though a great jealousy for Hashem’s honor burned in 
Pinchas's heart and he decided to protest for the honor of 
the Almighty and stab the sinner to death, he did not do so 
before he came and got permission from Moshe Rabbeinu 
A”h, saying: “Our Rabbi, you taught us, “Whoever sees a 
Jew sinning with a Non-Jewish woman and the envy of G-d 
is burning in his heart, he is allowed to kill him." 
Only after Moshe Rabbeinu agreed, only then did Pinchas 
rise up and stab the sinner. 
The question arises: Why should Pinchas take permission 
from Moshe Rabbeinu? 
The answer is but one: "A person who teaches and rules  
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My dear and beloved brothers and sisters! 
I see fit to copy from the words of our holy and pure 
Sages, from whom we live. If there is no repentance 
here, a warning is given. 
The cautious and the careful will be bountiful as a river, 
and the disdainful like a youth will be tormented and cry 
from gate to gate and his death will not be his atonement, 
because the Lord will burn the fire of his past. 
 
• "An absolutely wicked person, an adulterer and a lustful 
person is better than a man who embarrasses his fellow in 
public and one who despises a Talmid Chacham he is 
named "an atheist" and his end is a disgrace to be 
uprooted from this world without repentance and 
remorse"!!!  (Netiv Mitzvotecha, Shvil Hayichud 4). 

 
• "Blanching the face of his friend, reneges the belief that 
man was created in the image of God"!!! (Tiferet 
Yisrael  Avot III, para. 72)  
"Doing this shows that he does not believe in the holiness 
of man created in the image of God"!!! (Yalkut Meam 
Lo'ez, Avot p.133). 
 
• "And this transgression of blanching a person face is more  

    severe than a murderer, because a murderer kills 
instantly and only once, but the blancher kills him a little at 
a time ... Moreover: whenever he meets people who were 
present when he was insulted, he is embarrassed again 
and his blood again spills within his body, therefore he 
murders him several times"!!! (Midrash Eliyahu). 

 
• It is also said: The misery of blanching is more bitter 

then death!! (Sharei Teshivah 3, 139). 
  
• King David said before the Hakadosh Baruch Hu:  

   "Sovereign of the world!! It is revealed and known to 
you...  when they would say to me: "David! One who 
commits adultery, what is his punishment?”  I say to them: 
"His death is by strangulation and he has a portion in the 
next world, but one who blanches the face of his fellow 
man in public, has no portion in the next world"! (Baba 
Metziah 58b). 
 

   • "Blanching one’s fellow’s face is more severe then 
adultery and murder"!!! (Menorat Hamaor 48,49). 

 
   • "Simply put, the transgression of blanching one’s fellow’s 

face in public - is more serious than any other sin"!!! 
(Pnei Yehoshuah B.M 49A). 
 

   • "One who blanches his fellow’s face and wants to 
repent, must appease him! After appeasing him, he   

 
 

 
Rabbi Elazar immediately fell ill with the severe 
paroxysm (Tosafot in the name of the Yerushalmi) and 
reached the gates of death, until suddenly Rabbi 
Shimon remembered his promise to his father, Rabbi 
Yosi, and immediately prayed for him and he recovered 
from his illness. 
And now we ask: Why? Why such a harsh punishment? 
Why is this offense so serious? We will answer this after 
quoting the following terrible and shocking act, which is 
presented in the Gemara in Tractate Chagiga page 3b: 
Rabbi Yosi ben Dormskit went to visit Rabbi Eliezer. 
During his visit, Rabbi Eliezer asked Rabbi Yosi: "What 
new Torah innovation have the scholars of the Beit Midrash 
introduced today?" Rabbi Yosi answered and said: "So 
and so they taught." Rabbi Eliezer said to him, "Open your 
hands and accept your two eyes." That is, "You must die 
for the fact that you taught before me, but since I am sorry 
for you, it is enough that both your eyes should come out, 
and a blind man is considered a dead man”. 
Rabbi Yosi spread both his hands and immediately both 
his eyes fell into them!! 
After a while, Rabbi Eliezer said: "It is enough for you to be 
blind for a short while, and now your eyes will return to their 
place." Immediately his eyes returned to their proper place. 
The Maharsha asked: "Why was Rabbi Yosi punished? all 
he did was answer Rabbi Eliezer's question: "What new 
Torah innovation have the scholars of the Beit Midrash 
introduced today?" 
And the Maharsha explains: "Nevertheless, Rabbi Yosi 
should have said, "We are your disciples," and then add: 
"And so and so did they teach." 
Answer: Our Father in Heaven is very careful about the 
honor of Torah scholars, and the great Gaon Rabbi Chaim 
Kanievsky shlit'a wrote in his book "Orchot Yosher" 
chapter 16: "We have not seen any similar observance 
in any matter." And so they say: Anybody who contradicts 
his Rabbi, it is if he contradicts the Divine Presence 
(Sanhedrin 110a), and whoever disputes his Rabbi and 
teacher, as if he disputed about the Shechinah," and any 
person who is scornful towards a Torah scholar there 
will be no remedy for his illness (Shabbat 119a), and 
even if the rabbi forgives him for not being honored 
properly, the Holy One, Blessed is He, demands the 
rabbi's insult (Berachot 19a). Since the honor of the rabbi 
is compared to the honor of G-d and any person who is a 
heretic towards G-d has no part in the world to come, 
therefore Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai and Rabbi Eliezer 
preferred to punish their students in this world, so they will 
have a share in the world to come. 
And may G-d save us from mistakes, and show us wonders 
from His Torah, and our Rabbis will be a crown to our 
heads, and soon we will see the final wonders, Amen! 
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• "All the wicked are going down to hell and finally come up, 

except for three who go down and do not come up, and 
these are: the one who commits adultery with a married 
woman, the one who bleaches the face of his fellow in 
public, and the one who calls a bad name to his fellow" !!! 
(BM Noah, B). 

 
• "And why didn't they also say about a murderer that he has 

no part in the world to come? Because one who blanches  
his fellow’s face does not recognize the great size of his 
sin, and his soul is not bitter about this like a murderer, so 
he is far from repentance"! (Sharei Teshuva 3, 141).  
 
• "Sometimes one who torments his fellow does not receive 
his punishment immediately, or because the tormentor has 
merits which protects him, or so that he continues to sin 
and so his troubles increase, but when the tormented 
screams and demands his retribution, the attribute of 
justice does not wait and the tormentor is punished 
immediately"!!! (Sefer Chassidim, 658). 
 
 
 
 
 

212 Jaffa Street Jerusalem 
 

Because of the Corona virus, many people were fired from 
their jobs, some were forced to ask, and are waiting to join 
the group of people that we support, who receive hot meals 
to their home. 
 
Because the costs are very high, and difficult for us, I 
decided to approach you, dear readers, to help us help the 
children of these wonderful families, who unfortunately 
have no regular meals at home. 
 
Please! Make a generous, one-time, or monthly donation, 
whatever you can afford, and you will merit to never need 
support yourself. You can transfer your donations directly to 
the "Amude HaShalom" Bank account worldwide as follows: 
 
In Israel: "Amude HaShalom" Discount Bank Branch 64 
Account Number: 823333. 
In the United States: American friends of Amude 
HaShalom, Chase Bank account No. 3951376025. 
In London: British Friends of Amude HaShalom Account # 
02047322 Bank HSBC Sort Code 40-20-16, International 
Account #: GB70MIDL40201602047322, Branch Code: 
MIDLGB2104D. 
Donations are tax deductible in Israel, in the United States 
and in Europe. 
 
For more information: In Israel: Eran 052-890-80-65. In the 
US and Europe: Ifat- 1-323-449-8184. 
And certainly, all those who assist would merit that all their 
heartfelt wishes will come true.  

                                                                   Rabbi Moshe Yazdi 
 
 

 

should fast for forty days or more, he should be beaten 
every day, and confess this for the rest of his life"!!! 
(Orchot Tzadikim , Sharei Teshuvah).  

 
• The sin of blanching one’s fellow’s face is compared to 

the sin of adultery, which is one of the transgressions 
which we are required to “die rather than transgress”!!! 
(Yesh Nochlin 60a). 
 

• It is shocking, the blindness and the madness of these 
sinners who destroy themselves forever!!! (Sh”lah 
Shaar Haotiot). 

  
• On the verse: "Corrupt path leads to death" (Proverbs 

19) (and see Nida 17b and Rashi), Rabbi Chaim 
Shmuelevich ztz’l wrote a terrifying explanation : “We 
learn: An action which reveals a blemish in a person, is a 
corrupt path, and one who travels this path is liable to die, 
and he has no right to exist in this world "!!! (Ethical 
talks part 2, Article 6). 
 

• "The second level of hell is called “destruction” ... and 
there is nothing but darkness there!! There is no mercy 
there at all!! There is judgement for all those who talk 
badly about a righteous person after he dies, and one who 
blanches his fellow’s face in public, even when it 
comes to Halacha so as not to learn from him!!! (Zohar 
Chadash Ruth 79, 3). 

 
• Rabbi Elazar says: "One who blanches the face of his 

fellow in public, even if they have the merit of Torah and 
good deeds, they have no portion in the world to come"!!! 
(Avot 3) 

 
• Rabbi Yossi Ben Hanina said: "One who honors himself 

by disgracing his fellow, has no portion in the world to 
come"!!! (Yerushalmi Chagigah 2a). 

   The reason: "Because the evil of his thoughts, his harsh 
speech and insolent stance, testify that he is not of holy 
stock, and that he is not worthy of taking a portion in the 
world to come!!! (Menorat Hamaor, 58). 

 
• "Just as the love of the people is the foundation of all the 

Torah, as Hillel the Elder said to the convert, so is one who 
violates the dignity of a man is as if he transgresses all of 
the Torah, all the more so when he insults him in public, 
it is as if he transgresses all the Torah, therefore 
he  has no portion in the next world"!!! (Ma'am Loaz 
Avot 134, in the name of Rabbi A Azulay). 

 
• "One who blanches his friend face has an evil personality, 

one with an evil personality has no hope for his end! He 
has no portion among his brothers in the world of 
truth!! Reeling till the day of his death"! Therefore, the 
punishment for one who blanches the face of his fellow, he 
loses his portion in the next world, more than any other 
more serious transgression whose punishment is not so 
severe (Nahal Kedumim, Pri Kedushim). 

 

Scholar Kvod Harav Yashar ben Tzion Ben Shifra, of blessed memory.     
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Mor our father Zlh"h merited on many occasions to reconcile between married couples and between friends. He always had a 
tremendous heavenly help in this. He knew when to raise his voice and scold one side, while weaving words of affection for him, 
as he was scolding, so his words will be accepted. 
Being a grocer at the store he bought on Shivtei Israel Street in Jerusalem, the Holy City, his customers loved him and would 
open their hearts to him, knowing that he would always understand their pain, and questions, and guide them on the right path. 
Many of his customers, who wanted to buy an apartment in another neighborhood, would give him the key to their current apartment 
and ask him to sell it at a price that he thought would be right. His good name preceded him, as he often told them: "Your apartment 
is worth far more than the price you ask for it." And indeed, he would get them a buyer who would buy it in a higher price. 
One morning, one of the customers came into his shop and gave him the key to her apartment, saying: "We decided to sell. I 
would love it if you get us a buyer." 
To Dad's question: "Why are you selling?" The lady replied: "We decided to get a divorce." "G-d forbid," said Mor our father Zlh"h, 
adding: "You will live many more years together in peace and happiness." "Last night, my parents and my husband's parents 
came to us and were unable to prevent the divorce," said the lady.  
"They did not succeed and with the help of G-d I will succeed," Mor our father Zlh"h answered her.  
"Don't waste your time," the lady replied. But Mor our father Zlh"h insisted, and that evening, after his regular Shiur, he went to the 
couple's home in Musrara.  By midnight, peace returned to the couple's home. 
To the lady's question: "How come you succeeded where our parents failed?" Mor our father Zlh"h answered: "There is no doubt that 
your parents love you very much, and as such, each party understood that justice was with his son or daughter, so it was difficult for 
them to aim for the truth. But I came to you with a completely neutral opinion, with only the truth, and when a person speaks only the 
truth, he merits and receives grace from HaShem, so that his words will be accepted in the hearts of the people he speaks to." 
Mor our father Zlh"h merited, and with the power of truth he possessed, he was able to make peace, even in severe controversial cases.  
                                              Tnsb”h. His merit should protect us. To be continued next week. 
  

 
 
This story was told by a known director of Chesed institutions in Jerusalem, who traveled by flights to meet with charitable donors. 
“I was fortunate to see the hand of G-d, and his Providence, that grant one peace, and inner security, knowing that wherever I go 
HaShem is my shepherd”. 
“I was in England, from where I had to get to Toronto, to meet with the noble generous donor Joseph Tennenbaum Ztz”l.  
 A direct flight ticket from England to Toronto was very expensive, I therefor chose to fly from England to New York, and from 
there to Toronto.  I asked the travel agent for 2 tickets to my 2 destinations.  I was surprised when he handed me only 1 ticket 
from England to New York.  “It’s not advisable to book a ticket from New York to Toronto now, because from my experience, you 
never know when the flight will arrive to New York, and if it’s delayed you may miss your flight to Toronto.  It is preferable that 
when you get to New York you can immediately buy a ticket to Toronto”.  “What if there are no flights, or no room on the flight?"  I 
asked worriedly, “My meeting with Mr. Tennenbaum is very important, and I don’t want to find myself stuck in New York without the 
ability to get to Toronto”.  The travel agent calmed me down saying: "The flight from New York to Toronto, is like traveling from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem, there are frequent flights, with plenty of empty seats”. “OK,” I said, he has experience, I’ll do as he says. 
As opposed to the travel agent’s prediction, when I arrived in New York and went to buy the ticket to Toronto, I was told all the 
flights were sold out that day, because of a big conference that was taking place in Toronto.  I was angry with myself for listening 
to the travel agent, I should have forced him to book the flight from New York to Toronto.  It was getting late, “I’ll spend the night 
in Brooklyn, and tomorrow G-d willing I’ll fly to Toronto", I consoled myself with Jewish thoughts, “Do you think you can be the 
navigator? There is only One Navigator in the world, residing in Heaven, He is the one who put the words in the travel agent’s 
mouth. Your plans are disrupted? Can man really make plans? There is only one plan, and only HaShem knows what it is.  It is 
His plan, Blessed be He, and it is never disrupted, however, it doesn’t always match your plan. The choice is yours”, I thought to 
myself, "you have the opportunity to stop planning… and let yourself be guided by the heavenly plan”. 
I relaxed in the taxi on the way to Brooklyn. I have no plans! Today I’m here, where I’ll be tomorrow, I don’t know, I’ll be 
wherever the One who planed my day today, will plan for me tomorrow.  Early the next morning, I was at the ticket counter at the 
airport, officially the next flight to Toronto was full, I handed the agent my passport in the hope that someone would cancel. 
Indeed 20 minutes later my name was called, “hurry” said the agent, “the flight is about to leave, you are in seat number 17”. 
I ran, and boarded the plane panting, thank G-d I have a seat, number 17. When I reached my seat, a glowing face welcomed me 
in seat number 16.  I was shocked for a moment, until I realized I wasn’t dreaming.  Who was sitting next to me?  For whom did 
HaShem delay me in Brooklyn?  It was none other than R’ Joseph Tennenbaum in person, the philanthropist I was traveling to 
meet.  "R’ Joseph” I breathed in “I was on my way to meet you”. Indeed my seat was determined by the Heavenly plan, next to R’ 
Joseph.  Behold , I had a pleasant hour to spend with him, without any coordination.  I can speak with him comfortably without 
taking up any of his precious time.  Exited, I fastened my “safety belt in HaShem” and I never took it off. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To merit and spread Torah, look for us and follow us (Harav Moshe Yazdi) on  and on   

The following is an example of the holy customs and 
ways of our father, who served G-d with all his being, 
Kvod Harav (KH), Yashar Ben Tzion Ztz”l ben Shifra A”h. 


