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amount of tithes is for someone who give Tzedaks (charity) 
in moderation, but one who wants to give nicely, gives 
from his profits twenty percent." 
The man of G-d, the Gaon Rabbi Eliyahu of Vilna, wrote in 
his letter: "And for the sake of the Lord, you should set aside 
the Chomesh as I commanded you, and do not diminish!" 
His disciple, the Gaon Rabbi Chaim of Volozhin Zlh”h, was 
very careful to set aside a Chomesh (20%), and said: "If all of 
Israel will give a chomesh (20%) of their salary to charity, it 
will be fulfilled in them: “there will be no needy among you.” 
It is told: once the servant of Rabbi Chaim of Volzhyn went 
to draw water from the well, and the bucket fell into the well, 
and when he tried to lift the bucket with the ax that was with 
him, the ax also fell into the well. When Rabbi Chaim heard 
this, he asked the servant, "What is the value of the bucket 
and the ax?" "Three gold coins," replied the servant. 
As soon as Rabbi Chaim of Volzhyn heard this, he gave 
three gold coins to his servant and said to him: "This 
morning I deducted three gold coins from the Chomesh 
(20%) of my incomes because I was not certain what it is, 
please give these 3 gold coins to charity!!” 
And as the servant was still at the door, one of the Rabbi’s 
students came and said, "Rabbi, we managed to raise the 
bucket and the ax from the well!" 
Each time they brought Rabbi Isser Zalman Meltzer Ztz’l 
the money of his salary, he would immediately put aside a 
Chomesh to charity and say, "This money is holy and 
belongs to Klal Yisroel"!!! 
It is told about the head of the yeshiva heads (this is how 
the Rosh Yeshiva, Chacham Ye‟uda Tzadka ztz’l called 
him), the Gaon Elazar Menachem Man Shach ztz’l, that once 
a man came to see him and began to weep as he 
recounted to him his terrible troubles about his wife who had 
a serious illness and his children who needed medical 
treatments, and he doesn’t have any money.  
Rabbi Shach, who was shocked as he heard this, immediately 
began to comfort him with words of encouragement and 

 

 
 

 
When Yaakov Avinu A”h, awoke from his sleep, he vowed: 
"If G-d will be with me,... and everything that You give me, I 
will surely tithe to You..." 
In other words, Yaacov was the first to observe the 
commandment of ma'aser (tithes), i.e. to give ten percent 
of his salary to charity. 
The commandment of ma'aser for charity is a very 
precious and important in front of our Father in Heaven, 
and in order to strengthen and hasten us to fulfill this 
wonderful mitzvah and to give the needy ten percent of our 
income, this is why He promised us and said: "Anybody 
who tithes will end up becoming rich." Not only that, 
Even though we do not observe mitzvot in order to receive 
health or wealth or any other salvation, we are nevertheless 
permitted by our Heavenly Father to "test" him and to see 
that we will merit wealth by fulfilling this mitzvah, and this is 
what He said to us by the prophet Malachi: "... and test Me 
now therewith, says the Lord of Hosts, [to see] if I will not 
open the heavens and pour down blessing for you, blessing 
until there be no room to suffice for it.,” that is to say: The 
Lord asks us to test Him in this! 
Rabbeinu Yonah wrote (in the Book of Awe): "From 
everything that a person earns, weather it something he 
taught, something he wrote, if he did work and received his 
payment, or even if he found something or received a gift.... 
From everything he should tithe.” 
And the Holy Shl”a added: "Even a person who inherited 
his father's inheritance must tithe, and even if his father 
was careful all his life in tithes, nevertheless the son must 
give a tithe from the inheritance that Hashem gave him.” 
From the word tithe that Yaacov Avinu said twice in the 
above verse ("עשר אעשרנו"), they learned in the Gemara 
(in Tractate Ketubot 50a): tithing twice (2x10%) - meaning 
"Chomesh," meaning "one of five", that is, twenty percent 
of one's salary. 
The Chafetz Chaim ztz’l wrote (in his book “Ahavat 
Chesed”, chapter 19): "You should know furthermore! The 
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Lesson of Parshat “Vayetse” 5780.  
This is the way to great wealth!!! 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

FYI: This wonderful Torah newsletter is available in Hebrew, English and French. As we get your request at 
Alon.Ahavat.Israel@gmail.com, we will email it to you and to anyone you see fit. Yishar Koach!!! 
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Dear Rabbi, shalom and greetings!! 
Question: 
We are the parents of five very intelligent children, all 
of whom are very successful in everything they do, 
especially academically. 
Our oldest son is very shy, with almost zero self-
confidence. 
When guests come to visit us, he prefers to shut 
himself in his room. 
Sometimes he even asks us: "Don't call me when the 
guests arrive. I am too shy to talk to them or even to sit 
with them." 
There were days he refused to go to the grocery store 
to buy one or two things. When we asked him: "Why 
are you embarrassed? Apart from you, other children 
also go and buy things. What is there to be 
embarrassed about?" 

He replied: "I don't know! I have no reason! I am 
embarrassed, that's it." 

Many times I just let it go but there were times when I 
had to put him in a situation where he had to go to the 
grocery store because I had to stay with the little ones 
at home. He had no choice, he went to the grocery 
store. Over time, this difficulty disappeared completely. 
Today he does this with no concern. He goes to the 
grocery store happily. 
In about five months he will celebrate, please G-D, his 
Bar Mitzvah. When we started planning the event, we 
talked to him about it. At first he responded reluctantly 
to the event, saying he was very embarrassed 
with people and is not interested. We thought it would 
pass, mainly in light of the fact that his classmates 
were celebrating their 'Bar-Mitzvah' before him. We 
were sure that seeing his friends dancing and rejoicing 
at their own party would affect him favorably and 
remove his fears and concerns about his own party. 
Unfortunately, we were mistaken. He attended his 
friends' parties, danced with them once or twice and 
hurried back home before everyone else. When we 
asked him: "how was it?" He replied dryly: "It was 
nice." We tried to encourage him to talk and asked, 
"Did you dance?" "Yes! A little," he replied briefly. "Did 
you enjoy it?" "Yes, I enjoyed myself a little, until I 
remembered that soon I would be the Bar Mitzvah boy, 
I was stressed about it and returned home." 
When we talked at home about finalizing with a hall, 
photographer and a DJ, it made him very nervous, 
suddenly he burst into tears and vomited. We were 
very stressed about it.  
We are at a loss. On the one hand we do not want to 
force him and fear to hurt his delicate soul, on the 
other hand there is a great financial loss here.   

 

 
strengthening, and as he spoke he went to the closet and 
took out a thousand dollars and gave the money to that man. 
The man was very happy with the generous donation and 
got up and went on his way. 
As soon as he left the house of Rabbi Ztz’l, one of the 
members of the house entered and in a state of emotion 
asked the Rabbi: "How can such a crooked man be given 
such a large sum of money? Whereas it is known and 
famous that all his stories are fabricated and false! " 
As soon as Rabbi Shach heard this, he started saying: 
"Blessed be the Lord! Hashem saved me!" 
"How did He save you?" asked the man and added, "as 
soon as he left, he told all the people outside that you gave 
him a thousand dollars!" 
To his great astonishment, Rabbi Shach replied: "My heart 
also told me that his stories might be false, and because of 
my doubt, I did not give him from my charity money but 
from the money of my own salary." 
Furthermore the “Chafetz Chaim” wrote (in his book 
“Ahavat Chesed” chapter 20): "The people who are 
accustomed of giving up tithe or Chomesh from 
everything that they earn, their Tzedaka is much greater 
than those who just give charity in the same amount, 
Since those who give just charity in the same amount 
have only the mitzvah of Tzedaka, but their business has 
no advantage over others. But this is not the case for 
those who give a tithe or Chomesh, their business is 
shared with G-d, and it has a great advantage that it is a 
business that has a mitzva, especially if at the time when 
he took upon himself to set aside a tithe or Chomesh he 
thought that all his actions would share a portion with    
G-d, then how wonderful is his share and how pleasant is 
his fate.” 
And I personally know dozens of people whose parnassa 
(livelihood) was extremely difficult, and some of them even 
owned factories and properties, and the wheel turned on 
them until they almost needed charity from people. In my 
conversation with them, I extended about the glory of the 
mitzvah of tithes and the promise of The Creator: "Give 
tithe so you‟ll become rich," and when they began to 
perform this mitzvah, they merited and received great 
salvations, and the gates of blessing, wealth and success 
were opened to them.  
I will add and write: When one of them answered me that 
he had nothing and he even borrowed money to buy food 
for his family, I nevertheless asked him to give tithe from 
the borrowed money (even though he did not have to), and 
as he did so he was rewarded and the gates of blessing, 
prosperity and success were opened to him.  
Hashem should grant us to always fulfill this mitzvah 
properly, and may we merit and be rewarded as it is 
written, "and I will grant you a blessing forever and 
ever" until our lips will be tired from saying enough, Amen!! 
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G. Therefore: Do not cancel the event under any 
circumstances!! Remind him how much he feared going to 
the grocery store and after he coped he succeeded and 
now he is going to the grocery store with his own free will. 
Because of your love for him you decided to help him 
cope and defeat the fear of the event. Sayings things like: 
"We trust you! You have a strong soul! We have no 
doubt you can do it! We will prove to you how great 
you really are!" These statements will strengthen his 
self-confidence and will make it easier for him to decide to 
cope and succeed. 

It is also advisable to look through with him and be amazed 
at the bar mitzvah albums of his friends or relatives and 
other neighbors and acquaintances.  

H. You must not surrender in any way! If he 'wins' you over 
and you do not celebrate 'Bar-Mitzvah' for him, then later 
on he will also be afraid to celebrate his marriage and this 
fear he will pass on to his sons too, when they see that 
their father is afraid of parties and celebrations. 

I. At the same time, I will stress and write: Do not burden 
the gentle soul of the children for 'financial 
consideration'. They are too small to understand this. 
The child may interpret that money is more important to 
his parents than he is. This would make him think and 
develop negative feelings towards his parents, who 
'preferred' money over him. 

J. Shabbat Shalom umevorach, comprehensive 
salvation and all the best. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He, too, is aware of our worry if we cancel the event. He 
also adds, "I've already told my friends and I will have 
to give them an excuse as to why we canceled the 
event," and yet he still says to us "If you cancel this 
event it will take a stone off my heart." 

It is important to note that unfortunately in sixth grade 
he had a socially difficult year. The teacher also did not 
understand him at all and verbally hurt him. 
Apparently, this created a very low self-esteem, which 
led to the difficult problem we are facing. We would be 
pleased to hear your opinion. Should we cancel the 
event? We will greatly appreciate an urgent response 
to our question as time does not work in our favor. 

                       Thank you in advance: frustrated parents. 
 

Answer: 

A. There is an unbreakable rule in life: Do not run away 
from a problem or trouble!! From a problem you do not run, 
with a problem you deal! This rule governs and is vital for 
any problem or trouble, G-d forbid, and all the more so 
when it comes to 'fear'. 
B. 'Running away' from fear is actually a „surrender‟!! 
Surrendering to fear empowers it and causes it reappear 
later in life as a greater and more substantial fear. 
C. At every age of our lives there are such fears and 
concerns, some are even understandable. But if we run 
away from them, they will appear again, bigger and 
stronger on issues that may be more important. 
The people who run away will continue to flee and 
surrender until their lives become unbearable. 

D. Only those who are determined to cope, succeed, with 
the help of G-d, to subdue and eradicate the fear from their 
lives. Coping makes you stronger!! Coping empowers 
the soul!! Coping develops all bodily systems, physically, 
mentally, emotionally and cognitively!! 
Only after a determined decision to cope, is it our right and 
sometimes our duty to ask for support from those around us. 

It is not a shame to be helped, it is a virtue to acknowledge 
and admit the fact that we need help, but I emphasize 
again: This is a great virtue only after we have decided to 
cope and, with the help of G-d, succeed.  

E. A determined decision to cope and succeed erases at 
least 50% of the fear! A determined decision to cope and 
succeed gives a sense of calm and tranquility! A resolute 
decision to cope and succeed empowers more than any 
other treatment! A determined decision to cope and succeed 
heightens your stature and you can see from above how 
much the fear beneath you is easy for you to overcome! 
Whatever the fear is, the decision to cope and succeed 
brings it down to its knees and fights it until it 
totally disappears. 

F. A conclusive proof of this is your correct attitude toward 
your dear son's fears of going to the grocery store. Only 
after you forced him to cope and go to the grocery store 
when he had no other choice, did he succeed in eradicating 
the fear and concerns of buying in the grocery store, and 
after a few times he did this willingly as you wrote. 

 
 

Scholar Kvod Harav Yashar ben Tzion Ben Shifra, of blessed memory.     

Blessing of the Year!!! 
 

All Torah newsletters during this year are dedicated to the 
success of my beloved dear friends, who help me greatly with 

the printing and distribution of this Torah newsletter: 
 

 Eytan harel Eliyahu Hy”v 
R‟ Aryeh Hariri Hy”v  
David Cohen Hy”v  

Eliyahu Shimon Ben Gigi Hy”v  
Yaakov and Orly Daniel Hy”v  

Chagai Cohen Hy”v 
Limor Cohen Hy”v 

Menashe Naji ben Ruth Hy”v 
 

 

May our Heavenly Father fulfill all their wishes for the good  
and they will merit to be blessed with all the blessings of our 

Holy Torah, AMEN!!! 

 
 

 
 A great Mitzva opportunity!!! 

Volunteers needed to help distributing food in our 
Los Angeles Soup Kitchen, Mondays through 

Thursdays, and to deliver food.   
Please contact Ifat at 323-449-8184 or 

Ifat08@gmail.com 

mailto:Ifat08@gmail.com
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Mor our father Zlh"h did great things for the elevation of the pure souls of his parents A"h. 
Even after decades of their passing, he used to make a "Memorial Feast" every year on the date of their passing, including a 
Siyum (completion) of the study of the 'Holy Zohar' he studied for the elevation of their pure soul. 
There were times when he completed studying the six Sidrey Mishnah at the memorial meal for his parents.  
We watched in wonder, always admiring his persistence and diligence in his studies. 
He used to tell us: "I did not merit to grow up with my mother A"h and help her when she was alive, unfortunately, she died when I 
was a child, so I hope that the meals and the study that I do for the sake of her soul will now complete what I missed during her life." 
The commandment of giving charity was also part of his custom for the elevating the pure souls of his parents A"h. 
He was always happy to donate light lamps to the synagogues, saying that it brings light to their pure soul. 
We too, his sons, may we have long and happy life, decided B"h and B"N to do a Siyum (conclusion) of the study of the six 
Sidrey Mishnah, Siyum of the Sha"s Talmud Bavli and Siyum of the 'Holy Zohar' on his Memorial day. It will take place on the 
27 of Iyar (May 21), at the "Amude HaShalom" center. 
Everyone who would like to take part and learn a Masechet Mishnayot or Gemara or the Holy Zohar book for the elevation of his 
pure soul (until  the above mentioned memorial date), please register with me at 050-5-202-102 or with my beloved brother, 
Rabbi Shimon at 050-5-390-779. You can also register by sending a text message to the above phones numbers. 
Certainly, Mor our father Zlh"h's has great power to pray for anyone who studies for the elevation of his pure soul, to receive all 
that they need.  
             

Tnsb”h. His merit should protect us. To be continued next week. 
  

 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 
The Rabbi of Migdal HaEmek, Rabbi Itzchak David Grossman Shlit”a, told the following: 
Everyone in Jerusalem knew her. They fondly called her „Savta Liba‟ (grandma Liba).  She was everyone’s “mother”, walking 
around Jerusalem's rickety houses, delivering food, clothing, and other necessities to the needy.   
She was not deterred by the heat or cold, her hand always extended to receive goods, and pass them on.   
That day bullets pierced the air.  It was in 1948, during Israel’s War of Independence.  No one left their house, only Savta Liba 
continued her custom.   
Her children, one of whom was my mom Z”L, tried to deter her: “Maybe you shouldn’t go out today? Maybe you should wait till 
things calm down?”   
But she persisted: “One does not lose, by doing acts of kindness”. Family members always knew her motto. Not only was she 
benevolent, my righteous grandma, Rebetzin Faige Liba Gutfarb Z”L, she also initiated acts of compassion, always thinking how 
can we help another Jewish family.   
She used to buy large quantities of material, and make large and small Talits (prayer shawls) for those who could not afford to 
buy one. She had permanent seamstresses that she funded, who sewed small Talits, which she gave to the poor children of 
Jerusalem. She would hold the Tzitziot (fringes), and kiss them, whispering:  “One who observes the Mitzvot, will not know 
any harm”.   
She would go to the families, deliver the Talit, and continue to the next house. Whistling bullets, munition shells, what does she 
have to do with them?  
From there, grandma would continue to Wismen bakery, where she collected sacks of bread, and delivered them to the bomb 
shelters in Batey Warsaw, Even Yehoshua, Batey Witenberg, and Batey Werner (all are neighborhoods in Jerusalem), where 
hundreds of starving man, women and children were, and satiated their hunger.   
This entailed plain devotion and self sacrifice.   
Years later I asked her: “Grandma, how did you dare walk thru all these dangers?”  
She kindly explained: “Itzchak David’l, you must understand, the 'spiritual dangers' were just as great during those times, 
Grandpa and I were worried about our children’s future, about your mother’s future. I knew that in order to save the generations, 
and my children, I had to do something super natural.  What could I do at that time? Send them to Talmud Torah schools, which 
were shut down? Teach them handicrafts in a bomb shelter full with dozens of kids? I decided” she continued, “to sacrifice myself 
for the sake of others, to care for the physical well being of others. The physicality of others, is your spirituality. I walked in the 
empty, frightening streets, and prayed to HaShem: "Just like I help Your children, so you should help my children”. “Thank G-d” 
she concluded, “none of my children fell out of our religion”. 
Indeed Grandma merited, thanks to her numerous acts of kindness, that all her descendants, walk by her light, in the light of 
HaShem, in the way of life, Torah and Mitzvot. 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To merit and spread Torah, look for us and follow us (Harav Moshe Yazdi) on  and on   

The following is an example of the holy customs and 
ways of our father, who served G-d with all his being, 
Kvod Harav (KH), Yashar Ben Tzion Ztz”l ben Shifra A”h. 


